February 2011
newsletter no. 137

What’s Happening Next for our Society:
15th February 2011 – Using the popular TV series as inspiration we are doing our own version of “Who
do you think you are?” Come and join us and we will delve into your background and see if we help you
find out who you are and where your family has come from. We will go through the ten basic rules of
finding your family.

15th March – Once again we look to the members for inspiration. Please bring a photo of yourself
as a child and we will try to guess who you are. Also, you can bring along a piece of memorabilia to
discuss; and a Bedella story will be read to inspire you to write a story about some aspect of your
family.

19th April – We will have Pat Hopkins and friends to guide us through the techniques to use
when searching for cemetery information.

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept any responsibility for opinions or
accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced in this publication for educational purposes.
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The Research Room is situated in the
premises of the Upper Murray
Regional Library in Hovell Street,
Wodonga VIC. The opening hours for
research are Tuesday & Wednesday
from 10.30am to 3.30pm and
Thursday from 1pm to 5.30pm.

Our meetings are held on the 3 rd
Tuesday of each month [except
December] at 7.30pm at the Felltimber
Community Centre, cnr Felltimber
Creek Road and Melrose Drive,
Wodonga. Entry is via Ritter Road.

Researchers please note that you cannot gain access to the Research Room until you have
signed the attendance book at the Circular Desk – signature & membership number is
required. If you are a visitor, your postcode and phone number will be required.
Items cannot be returned through the Library after hour’s chute or to the
Regional Library staff. They must be returned to the Research Rooms during the
designated opening hours mentioned above.
Research enquiries: If you wish our Research Officer to do research for you, please
include a business sized, stamped, self addressed envelope with your enquiry details. The
initial research cost is $15.00.
Please include all the details you can: names, areas, dates, any births, deaths and marriage
details you may have and what you want the Research Officer to find out. There is no point
in paying for what you already know.
Membership Details
Membership of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc. includes the benefits of receiving a
quarterly newsletter and allows access to all the resources of the Society’s library which is
growing all the time. Your attendance at our monthly meetings will ensure that you have
contact with our researchers who share your interest in family history.
Subscriptions:

Joining Fee
Single Membership
Joint Membership
Concession

$ 5.00
$30.00
$40.00 (2 people at same address)
$18.00 (proof required)

Membership fees are due and payable in July of each year.
Committee members
President
Heather Lauritzen
phone: 02 6024 2493
Vice President
Norma Burrows
phone: 02 6024 1591
Treasurer
Doreen Gibbs
phone: 02 6056 0926
Secretary
Wendy Cooksey
phone: 02 6056 3220
Pat Hopkins

Lyn Larkin

Jan Larsen
Dawn Newman
Christine Young

Andy Turner
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Overview of previous meetings
19th October – We were fortunate to have
Robyn Gross running the meeting for us
as it was intended that members bring
“Their Favourite Certificate”, and Robyn’s
sharp mind created an interesting
evening. Andy managed to formulate a
mind picture of one of his female
antecedents simply from the cross which
she made in lieu of a signature. He
maintained that the delicacy of the cross,
and the small flourish at the end, showed
her character. Interesting!
Geraldine produced a couple of
Certificates, and one member even
produced an old Scouting Certificate.
Several members produced Certificates of
which they were proud because of the
level of difficulty in obtaining them, most of
us can equate with that. On the whole it
was an interesting and different evening,
and we thank Robyn for her input.

16th November – about 33 people joined
in for the sausage sizzle at the
Community Centre. This was followed by
a talk from Major Graham Docksey
regarding the tours that he conducts of
WW1 and WW2 sites, overseas. He
advised that all Service Clubs are named
after Victoria Cross recipients and
talked about his photography project to
find all the graves of the soldiers who
served in Albury’s own 2 nd 23rd battalion.

and Warren Embury was the lucky
winner.
The raffle winner, of the Christmas
cake, was Norma Burrows. She
advised that it was delicious.

UPCOMING EVENTS
28th May 2011 – we are having a sausage
sizzle at Bunnings, Wodonga. We will
need helpers between 8.30am and 3pm.
Please join in the group. It was great fun
last year. If you are unable to help then
please take the time to visit the stand and
purchase a sausage or two. All money
goes towards more resources for you.
Contact any committee member re helping
at the stand.

11th-13th October – Proposed
Melbourne trip

We will probably travel on the bus and
train and stay at the Victoria Hotel.
This is a central location for all to
commute to and from whilst in
Melbourne.
10th December – a very pleasant
and fun evening was held at the
Stump Hotel where approximately 26
members attended the Christmas
bash.
We had a draw of members’ numbers
for a voucher donated by Shauna
Hicks for two hours research by her,

A list of possible venues to visit will be
compiled and more information will be
provided as we get closer to the date.
If you are interested please contact
Andy Turner via email on
anjeandy@bigpond.net.au
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THE WAYNE BEDELLA AWARD

The closing date for entries is the
30th May.
Here is the link to the page on our
website so that you can check out
the guidelines:
http://wodongafamilyhistory.org/awa
rds/wayne-bedella-award/
If you need your entry checked for
typos, grammar, setout, etc, etc,
before you submit it, please see a
member of the committee. We will
be only too happy to help. If you
want to discuss the subject or get
some pointers, again see one of us.
Past entries are in the library and can
be borrowed. They will show you
what a diverse range of subjects
have been written about.
THE TOWNSEND TROPHY

It’s that time again to be constructing your
Townsend Trophy entry. The rules can be
obtained from the Research Room or a
committee member. They are also
available on our website under Society
Awards. Due date is 30th May.

so many resources available to you. As
usual we have some new CD’s in our
Library, just ask Lyn what she has that
is new. This year we are planning to hold
a seminar on 30 th July with Shauna Hicks
– we have not yet decided who will
accompany her , but she is a great
teacher.
We also plan a researching trip to
Melbourne in October and our intention
is for us all to travel to Melbourne by
train (or bus, whatever is available with
V Line?) We will take rooms at the
Victoria Hotel and spend two days in
Melbourne. There will be arrangements
made for members to attend at the
G.S.V.; State Library; A.I.G.S.; P.R.O. If
there are any other venues you would
like to visit, our idea is that you let us
know, and we will search it out for you,
and find out how to access it. This will
give you the freedom to visit wherever
you like with or without a companion,
then come back to the hotel and chat
about what you have done over dinner.
There will be a lot happening this year,
and I look forward to your company.
Heather Lauritzen – President .



PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi Members, may I wish you all a Very
Happy New Year. There is always a
feeling of refreshment when we start a
new year, and it seems possible that all
our unachieved aims and wishes will have
a chance this year. The Library is open
again, and there has been a steady flow
of members turning up and working on
their research. We also have a number
of new members who will start the year
with enthusiasm.



GSV is hosting the Third Australasian
Scottish Genealogy Conference on
16th & 17th April this year. There will
be a flyer in the Research Room and
further information can be obtained
by ringing GSV on: 03 9662 4455
or by checking their website:
www.gsv.org.au/activities/groups/sag

Don’t forget that Ancestor is available
to you in the Library. It is simply a
matter of making a booking; there are
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PROJECTS AND PIONEERS
Monday is a busy day in the Research
room as a dedicated group of volunteers
work on Projects.
The team, over the past few years, has
managed to locate, record, type, check
and re-check information to produce CDs
of a very high standard. Their completed
work is readily available for use in our
Library and some CDs are available for
sale. (See inside back cover of CD for
details).
The recording of the Yackandandah and
the Wodonga Rate Books and of
headstone inscriptions at the
Yackandandah and Wodonga cemeteries
(with photos at Wodonga) have taken up
most of the time and the group should be
extremely proud of this achievement.
In May 2010 the group went to the Yabba
cemetery to photograph the headstones
and update our transcriptions. This
Cemetery is located at the northern end of
the Mitta Mitta valley, south of the
township of Tallangatta, east of Wodonga.
The Cemetery is a public cemetery but
was originally classified as a private burial
ground located on the PATON family farm.
There are 140 headstones in the cemetery
but there may be other graves not
identified. These headstones record the
lives of early settlers to the area and their
descendants – a valuable record and
resource for family historians. The CD is
now available for sale.
In late October the group went to the Mitta
Mitta cemetery to photograph the
headstones and currently are updating the
records. Similar work at other local
cemeteries, including Barnawartha and
Tawonga, is planned for 2011.
The current major Project relates to the
PIONEERS. This work has a considerable
history. It was initiated in 1987, when our
Society was very young, with the intention
to record information on Pioneer Families
and businesses of the 060 telephone
district before 1920. When the source
material was re-discovered in 2009 over
800 entries had been recorded by 82
family members or WFH researchers. The
Index recording A – L surnames required
minimal adjustments as it was prepared for
the VAFHO Conference 2001. The
volunteers appeared to lose enthusiasm
and the project was not completed. So it
was filed in the “too hard” cupboard and
gathered dust. We thought there was too
much valuable information there so we
have undertaken to complete the work.

Our President , Heather, on behalf of the
Society, applied for, and received $600, to
complete this work from the History Grants
program 2009 -2010. Unfortunately, when
we have completed recording and editing
these submissions the work will only cover
a few of the thousands of Pioneers to the
060 area (of course, 057 settlers have
crept in). The subscribers to may records
are no longer be available for extra
assistance as some contributed over
twenty years ago. However, the
framework will be there for anyone
seeking information, so it should be a
valuable aid.


An example from the Index:
McDOWELL
Joseph James Skillon (Joe)
b. Greensborough Vic 1881,
son of William and Susan (POULTER)
d. Wodonga Vic 1922
marr. 1907 Evaline May NICHOLLS,
daughter of John Henry and Ellen
(WILLIAMS). Issue: seven children.
* Six of Joe and Evaline's children were
born at a private hospital called
'Rokeby' located in David Street, next
door to Soden's Hotel. It was run by
Sister Dempsey. Their seventh child,
Robert Andrew McDOWELL was born in
Wodonga in 1921.
Two of the children - Reginald Harold
and Margaret Jean resided in
Melbourne.
The second child of Joe and Eva was
Sylvia May CERENI who resided in
Bairnsdale Vic and one of her daughters,
Margaret GEMMILL lived at
Beechworth Vic.
Joe and Eva's fourth child was Joseph
William (Bill) McDOWELL and one of his
daughters, Patricia LESCUN lived at
Tabletop.
Joe was a Factory Manager at the
Wodonga Butter Factory, which was
opposite 'Stoneleigh' in High Street
Wodonga. He and his family lived in
Hume Street initially and then moved to
Lawrence Street Wodonga where they
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had a small orchard and farm. #81
(This # relates to the subscriber).
An Example from the Family Stories
Extract from the Diary of John
FRAUENFELDER. A typed copy was
found in the Pioneer box - the source
of which is uncertain. This relates to
John’s brother, Peter’s death.
1872 3rd December. On this day after
school, a man called at my house
saying if I had heard nothing of my
brother Peter I should go to Gehrig’s.
This message being so very vague
that I had half a mind not going, but
I went. Before I had gone half mile I
was informed that he was drowned.
Next morning when I arrived in
company with Phillip RAU we
searched but as the water was still
very high we could not do anything
at all as the place was not exactly
known where he went in, so we
collected his property and removed it
to Albury. Next day at an early hour,
his body was found, removed to
Wodonga, where a Ministerial Inquiry
was held respecting his death.
James CROSS, so it appeared at the
Inquest, saw my brother in a state of
liquor, which was a frequent
occurrence with Peter, having crossed
the Travellers Lagoon between
Smith’s Public house and Mr
Richardson’s place on the Melbourne
road about a mile or so this side of
the Old Barnawather Hotel; he was
quite wet apparently having been
under the water. He said to CROSS
that he had lost a box of plums in the
lagoon and that if he found them he
could have them. They parted.
CROSS did not see Peter after that.
On Monday morning his body was
found by William MORRISSON, in the
Lagoon in an upright position: the
upper half of the head and face was
above water. I had him removed to
Albury and he was buried in the
Albury Cemetery on Friday 6 th
December 1872.
May God have mercy on his soul.
(The FRAUENFELDERs arrived in the
Albury area with the SCHUBACH and
RAU families in 1851)

This piece of history is submitted by Pat
Hopkins

VCs, WWI and White Box Rise
This new housing estate, in Wodonga, on
former Dept of Defence land, as
mentioned in the November newsletter,
has streets named after Australian Victoria
Cross winners.
The Victoria Cross, the highest military
medal of the British Commonwealth
instituted by Queen Victoria in 1856, was
awarded for “most conspicuous bravery, or
some daring or pre-eminent act of valour
or self-sacrifice or extreme devotion to
duty in the presence of the enemy". The
Victoria
Cross
for
Australia
was
established on 15 January 1991.Two
heroes of the First World War, with streets
already developed, are Albert Jacka and
Dominic McCarthy.
Albert Jacka, known as Bert, was born 10
January 1893 at Winchelsea, Victoria . He
enlisted in the AIF in 1914 with the 14 th
battalion and arrived at Gallipoli on 26
April 1915. His outstanding act of valour
took place on 19 th May 1915 at Courtney’s
Post. His battalion was facing defeat by
the Turks, so he attacked from the rear,
and forced the enemy to retreat. He was
the first recipient of the VC for the AIF and
was immediately considered a hero back
home. His picture was used on recruiting
posters and magazine covers to
encourage more to enlist.
The 14th Battalion was sent to the Western
Front in June 1915 and Bert fought with
distinction at Pozieres, where he was
awarded the Military Cross for his gallantry
(his counter attack described as the ‘most
dramatic and effective in the history of the
AIF’); at Bullecourt in 1917, where he
earned a bar to the Military Cross; and at
Ypres. His achievements on the Western
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Front were considered by his troops as
worthy of the VC too.
When his ship arrived in Melbourne in
September 1919 it was greeted by a large
crowd including the Governor-General. A
convoy of eighty five cars, with Jacka at
the front, drove to the Melbourne Town
Hall for a reception in his honour. He
married Frances Carey in 1921 and they
adopted a daughter.
He died in Melbourne on 17 January 1932.
Nearly 6000 people filed past his coffin
when it lay in state at Anzac House. The
funeral procession, led by over 1000
returned soldiers and watched by a huge
crowd, made its way to St Kilda cemetery
where he was buried with full military
honours Eight VC winners acted as pall
bearers. At his funeral he was described
as “Australia’s greatest frontline soldier”.
He demonstrated the true Anzac spirit - of
mateship, bravery, fairness and a lack of
pretentiousness.
Lawrence Dominic McCarthy, known as
Dominic or “Fats”, was born in York, WA,
in January 1892. He was orphaned at a
young age so on his enlistment papers he
stated ‘no next of kin’ when he joined the
AIF in October 1914. He had been brought
up in a Perth Orphanage. He served with
the 16th battalion that landed at Gallipoli on
26 April 1915 and was among the last to
leave in December 1915 (although he had
some time away with illness). By June, the
16th Battalion was in France and took part
in the battles at Pozières, Mouquet Farm
and Bullecourt. Dominic was injured at
Bullecourt and awarded the French Croix
de Guerre. He was sent to Britain to
recuperate and spent time training troops.
In August 1918 McCarthy, leading the 16th
Battalion's "D" Company, attained their
objectives, but the battalion on their
left( the 16 th Lancashire Fusiliers) had
been held up by German machine guns.
He and a sergeant attacked the machinegun posts, capturing 460 metres of
German trench and forcing the surrender
of between forty and fifty Germans. His
sergeant was injured so he continued
alone. Apparently when he jumped into the
last trench, the surrendering Germans took
his revolver, patted him on the back and
allowed him to lead them back to the
British. For this McCarthy was awarded
the Victoria Cross. Within his battalion
and in some quarters of the London press,
it was known as the "super-VC".

Described in official records as ‘next to
Jacka’s at Pozieres, perhaps the most
effective feat in the history of the AIF’.
He married Florence Norville in England
January 1918 and returned to Australia in
November 1919. Their only son was killed
in action in Bougainville in 1945. Dominic
died in Melbourne 25 May 1975 and
cremated with full military honours. His VC
is displayed at the Australian War
Memorial and his plaque is at Springvale
Crematorium, Melbourne.
References: I have relied heavily on
extracts from www.awm.gov.au/histories ;
www.diggerhistory.info ;
www.anzacsite.gov.au

If would like to submit articles about the people in
our region, the people behind the names of our
streets and parks and buildings and bridges or
anything else you can think of, then send the
information to the Family History postal or email
address.
The articles should be no more than 300 words –
less if you wish, [attached as a word document if
sent via email, please] – telling members why
something has a particular name. Who was it
named after? What is that person’s history?
It doesn’t have to be a family member and the article
can be about anyone in the surrounding area.
Christine Young, editor.


Extract from the Diary of Charles
Darwin (Re: status/class of people)
20th Jan 1836 Charles doesn’t appear to
have had a high opinion of the early
settlers!
“A “squatter” is a freed or ‘ticket of
leave’ man, who builds a hut with bark in
unoccupied ground, buys or steals a few
animals, sells spirits without a licence,
receives stolen goods and so at last
becomes rich and turns farmer: he is
the horror of all his honest neighbours”.
A “crawler” is an assigned convict, who
runs away and lives how he can by labor
or petty theft.
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The “Bush Ranger” is an open villain, who
subsists by highway robbery and
plunder; generally he is desperate and
will sooner be killed than taken alive – In
the country it is necessary to
understand these three names, for they
are in perpetual use.”

You type in what you are looking for and
Clusty will present with the usual list of
sites, but on the left hand side there is a
box with the sites clustered into categories
or ‘clouds’. There are three tabs, the first
lists the clouds, the second lists the search
engines Clusty has accessed, the third
lists the types of sites the results are made
of up, e.g. .com; .org; etc.

(Source: Charles Darwin: an Australian
Selection. National Museum of Australia
Press 2008)

I keyed in “Manchester parish records”.
The box on the left shows me there are
214 results that have been categorised
into the following ‘clouds’:



International Settlers
Amongst our vast collection of family
history materials in the Research
Room at the Wodonga library is a
collection of newsletters dedicated to
helping you find family that are from
non British countries of the world.
An example of the information
contained in these newsletters is new
arrivals at the Genealogical Society
of Victoria:
a collection of Map guides to German
Parish registers – the Province of
Sachsen in 3 volumes;
An historic map reprint of the
Kingdom of Prussia, 1848. The map
extends from Russia to the Belgian
border; plus other information re
Prussia;
A CD of Ontario, Canada BDM’s and
Banns;
“Neither here nor There” – Italians
and Swiss Italians on the Walhalla
Goldfields 1865-1915 by Annamaria
DAVINE


CLUSTY
Searching on the internet can be
frustrating with lots of irrelevant sites being
presented, even when using a Boolean
search. The answer could be at:

Church, 57
Genealogy 57
Lancashire 55
Jamaica, 19 years, 8
Poor Law, 6
Family-History-Research, 5
Sacramental, 5
Elizabeth, 6
If you click on ‘more’, the rest of the 214
records will be presented.
Chose the category you want and the list
of sites clustered will be presented on the
right.
To delve further, click on ‘remix’ and Clusty
will do another search and bring up more
for you.
To streamline your search, type a word or
phrase in the box under the clouds. I
typed in “Bolton” and each cloud that has
a reference to Bolton is highlighted in
yellow. When I click on a highlighted
cloud, the clustered sites presented
indicate the ones with Bolton named with a
yellow highlight. This box can be used to
cluster the .org; .com; etc sites if you wish.
Using Clusty may just save you the
frustration of ploughing through lists of
sites that are only vaguely connected to
what your request.
Wendy Cooksey

www.clusty.com
Confusingly this site presents with a
banner “YIPPY”. Nevertheless, it is most
useful.
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- Lutheran Headstones
1863 – 2001

Our web site

$6.00

Kiewa Cemetery Headstones
$12.00

www.wodongafamilyhistory.org
Moorwatha Cemetery Headstones
Records for sale
Available in paper format
[please add $2.50 p&p]

Sandy Creek
Cemetery Headstones & Register

$5.00

$9.00

Barnawartha Cemetery Headstones
Talgarno Cemetery Headstones
1861 -2003
$6.00
$12.00
Records
for
sale
Bethanga Cemetery Headstones
Available as microfiche
$9.00
[please add $5.00 each part p&p]
Bungowannah Cemetery Headstones
Yackandandah Rates:
1876 – 2002
Part 1: 1884 – 1888 and 1920 – 1948
$6.00
[63 fiche]
$40.00
Burrumbuttock Cemetery Headstones:
- Public headstones 1893 – 1999
- Trinity Bethal Lutheran Church
Headstones 1885 – 1999

Part 2: 1949 – 1971 [54 fiche]
$40.00

$6.00

Gerogery Cemetery Headstones
- Public headstones 1859 – 2002
The Yackandandah Shire Rates 1875- St Peters Lutheran Church Headstones
1878 & 1884-1891 are now available on
1869 – 2002
CD
$6.00
Cost $20 + $5 p&p
Glen Wills
Cemetery Register 1894 – 1920 and
Granite Flat
Cemetery Headstones 1863 – 1993
$5.00
Goombargana Cemetery Headstones
$5.00
Jindera Cemeteries
- Public register 1875 – 1977
- Headstones
1876 - 2001
- Bethlehem Lutheran Headstones
1875 - 2001

The Wodonga burial records and
Monumental Inscriptions on a 2 CD set
are now available. They will be for sale
at $35 per CD or $65 for the set. If you
want them mailed it will cost an extra $5
—the p&p is the same whether you
order 1 or 2.

Look up service available for your
research for $6.00 plus SAE
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A review, by Wendy Cooksey, of a CD that is available in the Research Room
Universal British Directory 1791
ROM 008
This CD is in our library and contains an absolute mine of information of the era. It is
not just a list of names and occupations. Amongst the gems it includes, is a full
description of the postal service, of the day, with details such as the fact that you ‘pay
no foreign postage’ when you mail a letter from London to Holland, France or Flanders.
However should you wish to send a letter from London to Russia you will need to pay 12
pence.
Volume V details canal navigation throughout England and Wales. It gives the history of
the canal systems from start to 1791. Mr [later ‘Sir’] Hugh MIDDLETON financed the
New River canal in Hertfordshire ‘to supply the metropolis with water’. It took 12 years
and was completed on Michaelmas 1613.
There were 72 shares at £5 each which did not change in value for 32 years. The
project was considered a failure until, within two years the value of the shares rose
dramatically to £9,000 and by 1791 they were worth £10,000.
Canals throughout England are detailed with the names of places they passed through,
such as Manchester, Stroud, Chester, Liverpool, Leeds, Hereford, Gloucester,
Monmouthshire etc.
If your ancestors were connected to the canals this CD can help track the likely routes
they would have used. It could also explain why the children were born in different
places along the way.


Wodonga Family History Society Inc., PO Box 289, Wodonga, VIC, 3689
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