August 2011
newsletter no. 139

What’s Happening Next for our Society:
16th August – The winners of the Townsend and Bedella writing competition will be announced
and the judges will be asked to unravel the mysteries of what makes a good entry. There
may be readings of the winning entries to demonstrate this. Come along and get some ideas
for next time.

20th Sep – Vince Black will run an Introduction to a series of workshops on finding and
recording family members of the Great War.

18th October – What’s new at Latter Day Saints {LDS}? Come along and find out.

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept any responsibility for opinions or
accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced in this publication for educational purposes.
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The Research Room is situated in the
premises of the Upper Murray
Regional Library in Hovell Street,
Wodonga VIC. The opening hours for
research are Tuesday & Wednesday
from 10.30am to 3.30pm and
Thursday from 1pm to 5.30pm.

Our meetings are held on the 3 rd
Tuesday of each month [except
December] at 7.30pm at the Felltimber
Community Centre, cnr Felltimber
Creek Road and Melrose Drive,
Wodonga. Entry is via Ritter Road.

Researchers please note that you cannot gain access to the Research Room until you have
signed the attendance book at the Circular Desk – signature & membership number is
required. If you are a visitor, your postcode and phone number will be required.
Items cannot be returned through the Library after hour’s chute or to the
Regional Library staff. They must be returned to the Research Rooms during the
designated opening hours mentioned above.
Research enquiries: If you wish our Research Officer to do research for you, please
include a business sized, stamped, self addressed envelope with your enquiry details. The
initial research cost is $15.00.
Please include all the details you can: names, areas, dates, any births, deaths and marriage
details you may have and what you want the Research Officer to find out. There is no point
in paying for what you already know.
Membership Details
Membership of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc. includes the benefits of receiving a
quarterly newsletter and allows access to all the resources of the Society’s library which is
growing all the time. Your attendance at our monthly meetings will ensure that you have
contact with our researchers who share your interest in family history.
Subscriptions:

Joining Fee
Single Membership
Joint Membership
Concession

$ 5.00
$30.00
$40.00 (2 people at same address)
$18.00 (proof required)

Membership fees are due and payable in July of each year.
Committee members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Pat Hopkins

Heather Lauritzen
Norma Burrows
Doreen Gibbs
Wendy Cooksey

Lyn Larkin

phone:
phone:
phone:
phone:

02 6024 2493
02 6024 1591
02 6056 0926
02 6056 3220

Jan Larsen
Dawn Newman
Christine Young

Andy Turner
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Overview of previous meetings

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

21st June - 24 members braved the cold
and wet evening to attend the June
meeting re brickwalls. These were
discussed and helpful suggestions given
as to where else they might look for
solutions. We hope they are successful.

Hello Members

Mention was also made re the upcoming
Seminar on 30th July and the Street Stall to
be held in November.
Members were advised of the success of
our Sausage Sizzle, which netted just over
$700. A demonstration of the new
projector, which was bought with the
proceeds, then occurred. It worked well
and the image was very clear and sharp
- it was agreed it was money well spent.


UPCOMING EVENTS
30th July – once again the Society is
conducting a seminar. These are always
informative and well worth attending.

11th-13th October – Proposed
Melbourne trip
We will probably travel on the bus
and train and stay at the Victoria
Hotel. This is a central location for
all to commute to and from whilst in
Melbourne.
If you are interested please contact
Andy Turner via email on
anjeandy@bigpond.net.au

As I write this we are in the midst of cold
winter weather. Despite this we have had
very good attendance at our recent
meetings. June meeting was a “Brick
Wall” event and we are sure the members
who presented their problems all went
home with another avenue of hope.
Entries for the Bedella and Townsend
Awards are now in the hands of the judges
and we look forward to the results.
Winners will be announced and trophies
presented at our August meeting – so if
you have an entry in, be there!
Eleven members took part in the visit to
Wagga Wagga Family History and CSU
Archives. We were well looked after at
both venues and I believe everyone had
some success in their research.
Our Street Stall will be held in November.
Are you doing some pruning in your
garden? Perhaps you could pot up some
plants. If it is too cold to be outside you
might find some time to sort out books that
you no longer require. Maybe a baking
day and freeze some biscuits or cakes. All
these items are great sellers. The money
raised, of course, goes to purchasing more
items to further enhance the resources
available to all members.
Wendy advises she has changed the
appearance of the website. She would
appreciate it if you would log on and let
her know what you think. More Unrelated
Certificates have also been added.
Our Programmes’ Officer, Andy Turner,
has the organisation of the proposed
October Melbourne trip well in hand.
Further details will be available at future
meetings. If you have a special place you
would like to visit, please let a member of
the committee know and we can pass this
on to Andy.
Our President, Heather, is currently
enjoying the warmth of sunny Queensland
and we trust she has a great time.
Regards
Norma Burrows, Vice President

The theme for this newsletter centres on
the Census which will be happening in
August. The following articles are
supplied by Pat Hopkins.


The word ‘census’ originated from
the Latin ‘censere’ meaning estimate
and is a means of obtaining
information about a population, their
characteristics and their dwellings.
The information is then used by
interested parties to ensure the
development and growth of our
towns and cities.
In Australia – some points of
interest.
 People in all parts of Australia,
except foreign diplomats and
Norfolk Islanders, will be
counted.
Norfolk Islanders
have their own Census taken
at the same time.
 This year marks the century
of Census taking in our
country and is the sixteenth.
 The first national census was
held at midnight between 2
and 3 April 1911 when the
population of Australia was
4,455,005. The information
was recorded by hand and it
took a considerable time for
the results to be published as
World War 1 interrupted the
process.
 The 1911 Australian Census
found deaf-mutism to be very
high among 10-14 year-olds
and a similar pattern was
found in the 1921 census
among 20-24 year-olds. The
census report stated it was "a
reasonable
assumption
therefore that the abnormal
number of deaf-mutes ... was
the result of the extensive
epidemic
of
infectious
diseases which occurred soon
after many in those age
groups were born."
 It wasn’t until during World
War 2 that a scientific










investigation was initiated to
investigate the connection
between birth defects and the
infection of mothers early in
their pregnancy. In 1951 an
examination of Census figures
for 1911, 1921 and 1933
found that the large number
of deaf-mutes born in 1898
and
1899
matched
the
outbreak of rubella in those
years. “This was the first time
in the world that the link
between
rubella
and
congenital
problems
with
unborn children was firmly
established.
There was an imbalance of
males to females in the 2030yr age group in the 1921
Census due to World War 1.
Aborigines and Torres Strait
islanders were counted for the
first time in 1971.
Only 50% of the 1976 Census
was processed due to the
cost.
The 2001 Census offered the
option for people to have their
personal information archived
to be made available in 99
years. 54% agreed.
In 2006 more than 720,000
households completed the
‘eCensus’
online
mainly
between 8pm and 9pm. This
year it is expected that more
will take up this option. The
population was recorded as
19,855,288 including 455,031
Indigenous Australians.

Source: Australian Bureau of
Statistics
www.abs.gov.au

2011 censuses will be conducted in
the following countries:

Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Bulgaria,
Canada, Croatia, Germany, India, Ireland,
Latvia, Nepal, Portugal, Slovakia, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Ukraine, United
Kingdom.
New Zealand has postponed their Census
taking until 2014 due to the March 2011
earthquake in Christchurch.


Sagger maker: a maker of fine clay
pottery

Of Historic Interest




Egypt is believed to have taken
censuses as early as 3340BC and
3050BC.
Censuses are mentioned in the
Bible. God commands a flat tax in
Exodus 30:11-16. The Book of
Numbers is said to be named after
the counting of the Israelite
population (1-4 and 26); Luke
records that Jesus was born
during census time.



The world’s oldest surviving
census data was taken in China
over 4,000 years ago. A Census
taken in the Han Dynasty in 2AD
recorded almost 58million people.



The Doomsday Book of 1086 gave
William the Conqueror an
accurate count of his subjects for
taxation purposes.



Population changes are definitely a
feature of each census but so too is
the type of occupation people have.
Occupations no longer relevant
include:
Ankle beater: a child employee who
drives cattle to market

Bodger: one who makes furniture
from uncured wood

Bottom Knocker: a person who
helps the sagger maker
Dobber: a loom machine worker in
the cloth industry

Dobber In: someone who dips
something into a solution e.g. a
candle maker’s assistant

Snob: a high class book repairer

Scummer: someone who takes the
top off liquid surfaces e.g. jam to
remove impurities

Wuzzer: someone who dries out wet
wool in the weaving industry by
whirling it around

Newer occupations relate to changes
in technology and lifestyle. Some of
the modern ones include barista,
feng shui consultant, forensic
accountant, acoustician, abseiler,
environmental psychologist


Family Historians are usually upset when
they discover that the Australian colonial
records contain very little personal
information compared to what can be
found in the British, Canadian or United
States records. It is necessary then to
look at alternatives or substitute records
for information about our ancestors.
The Census Records that we have in the
Research Room include the 1828 Muster
of New South Wales and the Para census
of Australia 1788-1828
Some substitutes for the Census in our
Library include:
 Electoral rolls : early Victoria
1841-51 on fiche and early
Australian Electoral Rolls for all
States post Federation (including
women) on CD.





Local rate records : for
Yackandandah and Wodonga.
(Wodonga was in the
Yackandandah Shire until 1876).
School records (often with parents’
names): House Creek, Middle
Creek (Baranduda), Barnawartha,
Cornishtown, Back Creek (near
Yackandandah), Bruarong,
Noorongong, Ballarat district
school registers, Victorian School
children 1863.



Post Office Directories : Bailliere’s
1868-1881; Wise’s 1884-85, 18881900; Melbourne, Suburban and
Country Directory 1904, Victorian
Post Office Directory 1904.



Land ownership: Vic. Grantees
Index 1838 onwards, Depasturing
licences 1840-1851, Victorian
Stockholders brands 1858.



Victoria and Its Metropolis.


AN OVERVIEW OF THE
CENSUS
By Wendy Cooksey

You have sorted out many of the births
deaths and marriages of your family and
would like to fill in some parts of their
lives. The census is usually taken every
10 years and, if it has been preserved, is a
wonderful resource.
The information
available varies, but can include such
information as surname and given names,
relationship to head of house, age,
occupation and place of birth.
In times gone by, extended families often
lived under the same roof or nearby in the
neighbourhood, enabling you to discover
relatives you didn’t know existed, building
a more comprehensive family tree.
Depending upon which country your
search is focussed, you may be able to
track your ancestors for a considerable
number of years. The English, Welsh and
Scottish records are closed to the public
for 100 years. The latest one to be
released is the 1911 census. This was
released early but has a column dealing
with sensitive details withheld.
The first USA census was taken on 2 nd
August 1790. There is a 72 year privacy
restriction.
Records can currently be
accessed up to 1930. The 1890 USA
census was destroyed by fire, but
Ancestry.com has compiled several other
records in an effort to bridge the gap.
Many thousands of valuable historic
records were destroyed in a devastating
fire in the Four Courts in the Dublin
Records Office in 1922. The earliest intact
Irish census is 1901 and this and the 1911
census of Ireland are both available. Irish
genealogists need to look for other records
to fill in their research prior to 1901.
Around 1848 Griffith's Valuations was
begun. This was a listing of those who
rented property, and the owners of that
property. It is a useful substitute for
missing census records.
The 1766
Religious census of Ireland is another
record that helps track ancestors.
European countries have a history of
census taking, with Denmark’s earliest
census being taken in 1769. Although
many were destroyed after statistical
information was extracted, there are still
records available. Not all are indexed, so
a time consuming search will be needed.

In Australia annual musters were taken
from 1788 to 1837, but not all have been
preserved. The 1828 census of NSW is
the one with the most detail and is
available in most major libraries. The
1841 census of South Australia is the only
one for which detailed records survive in
that state. In 1806 Marsden’s Female
Muster was undertaken.
Rate records are a good substitute for the
census. As they are recorded annually,
they enable you to track your ancestors
closely. However, they don’t list all people
at an address.
Many Australian census records and
census substitute records are only
available to people attending a repository
and searching personally. You will need to
contact the State Library or the Public
Record Office for the state of interest to
you to find the location of any surviving
census type records.
Ancestry.com has Australian Electoral
Rolls from 1903 to 1954, but these are not
comprehensive. The available years are
listed by state on Ancestry’s site.
Ancestry.com can be accessed free of
charge at most public libraries. Numerous
small censuses have been taken for
various reasons. It is worth looking at any
records relating to your area of research
as you may find an unexpected treasure.
The New Zealand government conducts a
census every five years. The planned
census for 8 th March 2011 was cancelled
due to the earthquakes.
The census may become a thing of the
past as governments look to streamline
operations and reduce costs.
The
information needed for planning purposes
is able to be gleaned more economically
from other sources, as we have many
facets of our lives electronically recorded.
By ticking the relevant box on the census
papers you can ensure your information is
preserved for future generations, making
research a little easier.
Some websites with access to census
records
are:
Ancestry.com;
Findmypast.com; TheGenealogist.co.uk


Now for a different subject. This series of
snippets is submitted by Dianne White
There is an old Hotel/Pub in Marble Arch,
London, which used to have a gallows
adjacent to it. Prisoners were taken to the
gallows (after a fair trial of course) to be
hanged.
The horse-drawn dray, carting the
prisoner, was accompanied by an armed
guard, who would stop the dray outside
the pub and ask the prisoner if he would
like ''ONE LAST DRINK''.
If he said YES, it was referred to as ONE
FOR THE ROAD.
If he declined, that prisoner was ON THE
WAGON.
So there you go. More bleeding history.
They used to use urine to tan animal
skins, so families used to all pee in a
pot and then once a day it was taken
and sold to the tannery. If you had
to do this to survive you were "piss
poor", but worse than that were the
really poor folk, who couldn't even
afford to buy a pot, they "Didn't have
a pot to piss in" and were the lowest
of the low.
The next time you are washing your
hands and complain because the
water temperature isn't just how you
like it, think about how things used
to be.

Here are some facts about the 1500s:
Most people got married in June, because
they took their yearly bath in May and they
still smelled pretty good by June.
However, since they were starting to smell,
brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide
the body odour. Hence the custom today
of carrying a bouquet when you are getting
married.
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot
water. The man of the house had the
privilege of the nice clean water, then all
the other sons and men, then the women
and finally the children. Last of all the
babies were bathed. By then the water was
so dirty you could actually lose someone in

it. Hence the saying, "Don't throw the
baby out with the bath water!"
Houses had thatched roofs, thick
straw piled high, with no wood
underneath. It was the only place
for animals to get warm, so all the
cats and other small animals (mice,
bugs) lived in the roof. When it
rained it became slippery and
sometimes the animals would slip
and fall off the roof. Hence the
saying "It's raining cats and dogs."

There was nothing to stop things from
falling into the house. This posed a real
problem in the bedroom, where bugs and
other droppings could mess up your nice
clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts
and a sheet hung over the top afforded
some protection. That's how canopy beds
came into existence.

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had
something other than dirt. Hence the
saying, "dirt poor." The wealthy had slate
floors that would get slippery in the winter
when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on
floor to help keep their footing.
As the winter wore on they added more
thresh until, when you opened the door, it
would all start slipping outside. A piece of
wood was placed in the entrance-way.
Hence: a thresh hold. (Getting quite an
education, aren't you?)
In those old days, they cooked in the
kitchen with a big kettle that always
hung over the fire. Every day they lit
the fire and added things to the pot.
They ate mostly vegetables and did
not get much meat. They would eat
the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers
in the pot to get cold overnight, and

then start over the next day.
Sometimes stew had food in it that
had been there for quite a while.
Hence the rhyme: ''Pease porridge
hot, pease porridge cold, pease
porridge in the pot, nine days old''.
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which
made them feel quite special. When
visitors came over they would hang up
their bacon, to show off. It was a sign of
wealth that a man could, "Bring home the
bacon." They would cut off a little to share
with guests and would all sit around talking
and ''chew the fat''.
Those with money had plates made of
pewter. Food with high acid content
caused some of the lead to leach onto the
food, causing lead poisoning and death.
This happened most often with tomatoes,
so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes
were considered poisonous.
Bread was divided according to
status. Workers got the burnt
bottom of the loaf, the family got the
middle, and guests got the top, or
''The Upper Crust''.

Lead cups were used to drink ale or
whisky. The combination would
sometimes knock the imbibers out for a
couple of days. Someone walking along
the road would take them for dead and
prepare them for burial. They were laid
out on the kitchen table for a couple of
days and the family would gather around
and eat and drink and wait and see if they
would wake up. Hence the custom of:
''Holding a Wake''.
England is old and small and the local
folks started running out of places to bury
people, so they would dig up coffins and
would take the bones to a bone-house and
reuse the grave. When reopening these
coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to
have scratch marks on the inside and they
realised they had been burying people
alive. So they would tie a string on the
wrist of the corpse, thread it through the
coffin and up through the ground and tie it
to a bell.

Someone would have to sit out in the
graveyard all night (the graveyard shift) to
listen for the bell; thus someone could be,
''Saved by the Bell'' or was considered a
''Dead Ringer''.
And that's the truth.

(63 fiche)
Part 2: 1949-1971 (54 fiche)
Postage $5 per part
Note: New Prices

$30

Now, whoever said history was
boring!!!

RECORDS FOR SALE
COMPUTER DISCS
Yackandandah Shire Rates 1875-1878
and 1884-1891
Wodonga Shire Rates 1900-1948
(1938-1941 not available)
Wodonga Burial Records 1861-1937
and 1938-2004
Wodonga Monumental Inscriptions up
to 2007
The 2 set Wodonga Cemetery
Records available for $65.
Yabba Cemetery Headstone
Inscriptions and Photographs
Yackandandah Cemetery Headstone
Transcriptions
All CDs postage and handling an
extra $5.

$35

This piece of
history is submitted by Norma
Burrows
Ever wondered why a park in
Wodonga has the name that it has?
Here are some more of the answers.

$20

Park Name: Jack Eames
Reserve

$20
$35
$35

$35

HARD COPY CEMETERY HEADSTONE
RECORDS
Barnawartha 1861-2003
Bethanga
Bungowannah 1876 -2002
Burrumbuttock: Public 1893-1999
and Trinity Bethal Lutheran Church
1885-1999
Gerogery : Public 1859-2002 and St
Peters Lutheran Church 1869-2002
Glen Wills Register 1894-1920 and
Granite Flat Headstones 1863-1993
Goombargana
Jindera Cemeteries: Public Register
1875-1977; Headstones 1876-2001;
Bethelhem Lutheran 1875-2001;
Lutheran 1863-2001
Kiewa
Moorwatha
Sandy Creek: Register and Headstones
Talgarno
Package and postage $2.50 each
MICROFICHE RECORDS
Yackandandah Shire Rates
Part 1: 1884-1888 and 1920-1948

$12
$9
$6
$6
$6
$5
$5
$6

$12
$5
$9
$6

$30

Location:
Opposite Willow
Park on the Eastern side of
House Creek
Background: Mr EAMES joined the
Army Ordnance Corp in 1941,
serving in New Guinea and
Bougainville where he set up three
spare parts units with another
Wodonga identity Mr Bill TINDALE.
Mr EAMES was discharged from the
army in 1946 after the end of the
War and returned to play football for
Richmond in VFL. After a year
playing with Richmond he decided to
return to Wodonga the place he
adored. He began coaching
Wodonga in 1947 but gave this up in
1950 due to work pressures. Mr
EAMES however decided to play with
the Wodonga Football Club and was
the recipient of the Morris Medal in
1949 for the leagues best and fairest
player. Mr Eames’s community work

and involvement found him driving
the community bus for many years.

The Wodonga Family History
Society would like to thank
Officeworks Wodonga for its
support.
Officeworks is a great store
with many services and
products available for family
historians.
Park Name: Ewart Brothers
Reserve
Location:

Memorial Drive

Background: Started a menswear
store in 1954. From Strathmerton,
Jeff and Clarrie Ewart came to
Wodonga to open a Men’s Wear
Store. Ewart Brothers was more
than just a shop in the main street.
It was a place where farmers and
city folk would often meet time for a
chat and a laugh

Park Name: Carl Fietz Park
Location:
Fronting Wilkinson
Drive, East of House Creek
Background: Mr Fietz and his wife
Anna made camp in Leneva after
their wagon broke down on their
way to Walla. They established a
home here and Mr Fietz walked to
Wodonga daily to work as a black
smith. Mr & Mrs Fietz went on to
have 14 children and 40
grandchildren and were one of the
very early pioneer families in this
area.

Wodonga Family History Society Inc., PO Box 289, Wodonga, VIC, 3689

