November 2011
newsletter no. 140

What’s Happening Next for our Society:
15th November – this will be a “How To” night, eg, how do I find information on Shipping
Records? We are hoping to create Tip Sheets for the members that attend this meeting and
future “How To” nights as you can’t remember all the information that is provided on the night
– well I can’t anyway and will certainly need a Tip Sheet. Any spare Tip Sheets will be
available in the Research Room at the Wodonga Library.

14thDecember [Wednesday] –the annual Christmas get together in the back room of the
Stump from 5.30 onwards. This is the only date available due to heavy bookings for
Christmas already.

17th January 2012 – this evening will concentrate on what research is being done
by members and what they would like to see the committee do to enhance
members’ knowledge, eg, more about information from newspapers; how to
interpret information on certificates?? You ask and the committee will try to
accommodate your request at this meeting and into the future.

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept any responsibility for opinions or
accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced in this publication for educational purposes.
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The Research Room is situated in the
premises of the Upper Murray
Regional Library in Hovell Street,
Wodonga VIC. The opening hours for
research are Tuesday & Wednesday
from 10.30am to 3.30pm and
Thursday from 1pm to 5.30pm.

Our meetings are held on the 3 rd
Tuesday of each month [except
December] at 7.30pm at the Felltimber
Community Centre, cnr Felltimber
Creek Road and Melrose Drive,
Wodonga. Entry is via Ritter Road.

Researchers please note that you cannot gain access to the Research Room until you have
signed the attendance book at the Circular Desk – signature & membership number is
required. If you are a visitor, your postcode and phone number will be required.
Items cannot be returned through the Library after hour’s chute or to the
Regional Library staff. They must be returned to the Research Rooms during the
designated opening hours mentioned above.
Research enquiries: If you wish our Research Officer to do research for you, please
include a business sized, stamped, self addressed envelope with your enquiry details. The
initial research cost is $15.00.
Please include all the details you can: names, areas, dates, any births, deaths and marriage
details you may have and what you want the Research Officer to find out. There is no point
in paying for what you already know.
Membership Details
Membership of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc. includes the benefits of receiving a
quarterly newsletter and allows access to all the resources of the Society’s library which is
growing all the time. Your attendance at our monthly meetings will ensure that you have
contact with our researchers who share your interest in family history.
Subscriptions:

Joining Fee
Single Membership
Joint Membership
Concession

$ 5.00
$30.00
$40.00 (2 people at same address)
$18.00 (proof required)

Membership fees are due and payable in July of each year.
Committee members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Heather Lauritzen
Norma Burrows
Norma Burrows
Wendy Cooksey

phone:
phone:
phone:
phone:

Lyn Larkin [Librarian] Andy Turner [Projects Officer]
Editor] Doreen Gibbs
Pat Hopkins
Newman

02 6024 2493
02 6024 1591
02 6024 1591
02 6056 3220
Christine Young [Newsletter
Jan Larsen
Dawn
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Overview of previous meetings
19th July – AGM, Wodonga Council was
represented by Deputy Mayor Angela
Collins. This was followed by an
interesting and informative talk, by Vin
Reynolds from Yackandandah Museum,
about the history of people and places in
Yackandandah. Over 30 people attended
the meeting.


16th August - Bedella and Townsend
awards were presented by John Craig.
Winners - Bedella Novice - Dianne Boyd,
Bedella Open - Barry Pinkerton,
Townsend - Wendy Cooksey.
Winning entries were read to the members
- we were all very impressed. Dianne
wasn't at the meeting but she will be
presented with the award next time she
attends. The judges had written
comments for each entrant. We expressed
our appreciation to John for the effort he
puts into this event each year. After the
reading of the entries we asked members if
they had any research ideas (or recently
solved problems) to share with us. After
some discussion the meeting closed with
the usual cup of tea/coffee.


UPCOMING EVENTS
17th November - The annual Street
Stall

The annual stall is almost here.
Please find the time to contribute
something - plants, books, cakes,
preserves, or come and give us a
hand on the day.
As usual the stall will be in front of
Coles, High Street Wodonga from
8am to 1pm.
Donations can be left with Heather
Lauritzen at 4 Woodland Street
Wodonga or give her a call (02 6024

2493) and offer to help on the day.
You do not have to stay for the whole
event.
If you are donating plants could you
please name them? Prospective
buyers ask about the plants and we
don’t necessarily know the names of
the plants (some of us are not
gardeners!!!).

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello members and fellow researchers.
This report comes from a person who has
just had her eyes opened as to where the
REAL opportunities for research are
available.
Last week ten members of your Club took
the opportunity offered by your
Committee to travel to Melbourne together
for two nights to improve their research
skills. We all stayed at the Victoria Hotel
and went out to a variety of venues during
our two day stay. Some attended a lecture
at the G.S.V. and some a lecture at the
State Library, while another group
travelled out to North Melbourne to the
P.R.O.V., and another to the Immigration
Museum.
For myself, I went to the G.S.V. and found
them to be most helpful and informative.
On the day of my arrival I attended a talk
there which was based on how to use the
latest and most up to date L.D.S. records. I
was then able to use one of their many
computers and to try out any of their
research facilities – Ancestry, Find My
Past, Family Search, P.R.O.V., to name just
a few. Having had a taste of what they
offered I went back for two hours the next
morning and they provided me with a
skilled research volunteer who sat with me
the whole time showing me some of their
resources.
At the end of the day I have to say that we
actually hold many of their resources in
our own library, and what we need here, in
the Research Room, are the skills and
know-how of how to use them properly.
The sites shown to me on the internet are
all available to us here, and just need some
careful application and knowledge, plus
the desire to dig that little bit deeper. Our

Club as you know is a member of the
G.S.V. and they are there to help us, and
are willing to do so.
My visit to the State Library genealogy
section was equally rewarding, and when
time constraints forced me to cut short a
scan and print session, on which I was
embarked, the librarian there finished it
for me and emailed it to me at home. How
helpful was that? I would recommend
anyone to either take a trip to the G.S.V. or
Library on their own, or wait until other
members are going, and you will find your
skills will improve dramatically.
Your President is hoping the improvement
in her skills will be permanent and she will
REMEMBER what she has learned.
Happy researching,
Heather Lauritzen – President

The theme for this newsletter centres
on Christmas.
The following articles are supplied by
Wendy Cooksey {with thanks to Rose
Cooksey for the information on the
traditions from the Philippines and
China}.
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
AROUND THE WORLD
Many of the most popular Christmas
customs – including Christmas trees,
mistletoe, Christmas presents, and
Santa Claus – are modern
incarnations of the most depraved
pagan rituals ever practiced on earth.
THE ORIGIN OF MISTLETOE:
In Norse mythology the god Balder
was killed by his rival god Hoder who
used a mistletoe arrow. They were
fighting over a female named Nanna.
The Druids poisoned their human
sacrifices with mistletoe.
Kissing under the mistletoe was
believed to be associated with the

Greek festival of Saturnalia. It was
believed that if a young woman was
not kissed under the mistletoe she
would not be married in the following
year.
IN WALES: Carolling is called
eisteddfodde and is often
accompanied by a harp. In some
rural areas a villager is chosen to be
the Mari llwyd. This person travels
around the town draped in white and
carrying a horse's skull on a long
pole. Anyone given the "bite" by the
horse's jaws must pay a fine.
SANTA CLAUS: The name of Santa
Claus started as Sint Nicholass in
Holland and later evolved to Sinter
Klaas and from there to the familiar
Santa Claus. Lots of other names
are used, such as Father Christmas
in England, Pere Noel in Belgium and
France, Noel Baba in Turkey, Deda
Mraz in Serbia and Julemanden in
Denmark.
IN BELGIUM, a sweet bread called
cougnou or cougnolle shaped like
baby Jesus is eaten at breakfast.
IN GERMANY, children open their
presents on Christmas Eve.
IN ETHIOPIA, people still follow the
Julian calendar and celebrate
Christmas on Ganna, on the 7 th of
January. The day before, people fast
all day and on Ganna dress all in
white. The food includes wat, a thick
spicy stew of meat, vegetables and
eggs. It is scooped up with pieces of
flat sourdough bread called injera.
Feasting, religious observance and
games are the focus rather than gift
giving.
IN FRANCE, the 5th of December is
the day for gift giving, and children
leave their shoes by the hearth in the
hopes Pere Noel will fill them with
gifts.

CHRISTMAS CULTURE AMONG
CHINESE

CHRISTMAS CULTURE IN THE
PHILIPPINES
1. Filipino Christmas decorations are
abundant and beautiful having the
“BAMBOO PAROL “ (known as
LANTERN) as the symbol of Christmas
and decorating their homes for the holiday
is a MUST.
2. SIMBANG GABI or MISA DE GALLO,
"midnight mass" or "mass of the rooster” is
very unique to Filipino tradition & custom,
being mostly Catholic. Starting every
midnight of the 15 th of December, church
bells will be ringing around 3:00-3:30 until
Christmas Day. It’s the nine-day “Night
Worship” before Christmas. Very famous
two holiday treats you can eat outside the
houses with beautiful paper lanterns
churches after the mass is the season
delicacy “BIBINGKA” & PUTO
BUMBONG” which are not available all
year round.
3. Christmas caroling among kids is also very
famous and starts from the 1st week of
December up to end of the month. They
go from one house to another every night
and they are meant to receive a gift
(money or food) from the house owner.
4. Christmas Eve is one of the traditions most
families celebrate. It is a night without
sleep and a continuous celebration moving
right into Christmas Day. As the 24 th of
December dawns, the last Mass of
Simbang Gabi is attended; then
preparation begins for Noche Buena,
which is a family feast that takes place
after midnight. The table is set buffet style
with as many as 15-20 food items for the
festivity. This is the same night where kids
are excitedly checking their socks hanging
in the Christmas tree to check what gift
they’ve got from Santa Claus.
5. During the 25 th of December, Filipino
children visit their GRANDPARENTS the
“LOLO” (grandpa) & “LOLA”(grandma) and
GODPARENTS the “NINONG” (male
godparent) “NINANG” (female godparent)
on Christmas day. This child shows
respect for his Grandparents &
Godparents by taking her hand to his
forehead known as “MANO” or “Blessing”.
In return, the children receive a blessing or
a gift.

1.

Most of the Chinese people are not
Christian and that’s why Christmas is not
important to some, and not even
considered as a public holiday to some
Chinese compared to their extravagant
celebration of the Chinese New Year which
happens every January.

2. Some Christians in China celebrate by
lighting their and decorating their
Christmas trees, which they call "Trees of
Light," with paper chains, paper flowers,
and paper lanterns. Chinese children hang
muslin stockings and await a visit from
Santa Claus, whom they call Dun Che Lao
Ren (dwyn-chuh-lau-oh-run) which means
"Christmas Old Man.".
3. For those who celebrate, it is prominent to
them to give away some MONEY inside
the RED ENVELOPE or known as
‘ANGPAW” because it is the belief that
giving this gets more blessings in return.
4. In some parts of China like Hong Kong, Ta
Chiu, a Taoist festival takes place on the
27th of December. An interesting tradition
of this festival comes near the end, when
the priests read the names of everyone
who lives in the area. When the priest has
finished reading the list, the names are
attached to a paper horse and burned, the
hope being that they will rise to heaven.
The following articles are from the
International Settlers Group [ISG]
Newsletter which can be found in the
Research Room at the Library.
According to the Oct 2010 ISG
newsletter there is an annual
Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar in
Toorak which features items from
Sweden, Denmark and Norway.
There is also Scandinavian food to
try.

The Wendish people celebrate
Christmas with a festival that
involves fasting on the 24 th of
December. When the 1 st star
appeared, people would assemble for
a supper consisting of 9 courses.
Housewives baked special pastries
and at midnight, it was thought that
domestic animals could obtain the
power of speech.

The ISG is a great resource for those
members who have ancestry other than
Anglo Saxon ancestry.
For example:
 it gives you references to many
websites relating to lots of
countries – Poland, Germany,
Sweden, Austria, Hungary,
Lithuania to name a few.
 It also has articles on particular
names that are being researched


Gravestones

Website:
http://www.gravestonephotos.com/
Martin Luther has been credited with
the creation of the Christmas tree. It
is said that on one Christmas Eve he
was so moved by the sight of the
star lit winter sky through the fir
trees that he hurried home and tried
to replicate the sight for his children
by decking a tree with candles.
There is no evidence to support this.

The origins of the Christmas tree lie
in many ancient customs and
superstitions. Some experts have
traced it back to Egypt; others
believe it is connected to the Greek
feast of Light.
Romans used to deck their homes
with branches and trees at the
January Kalends [the first day of the
Roman month].
The Latin hymn “Adeste Fideles” has
been translated into the Christmas
carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful”.

Gravestonephotos.com is an international
grave monument directory. It is devoted
to photographing and making available
free of charge headstones from throughout
the world. The photos are supplied by
volunteers. Currently the following
countries feature in the directories:
Australia Canada Cyprus
England France Hong Kong
Ireland Isle of Man New Zealand
Scotland Spain USA Wales
There are a total of 25,329 surnames
included on the site, as well as a list of
cemeteries to be photographed along with
comments such as 'to be photographed
this summer'. Some of the cemeteries to
be photographed include some located in
South Australia, Western Australia and
Victoria.
The site is constantly being updated and
recently has been adding a new cemetery
every 1.5 days, so it is worth keeping it in
your Favourites to check every so often.
The system for requesting a photo is
straight forward and ensures you receive
your image within a few hours. The
quality is very good and you are advised
that Gravestones Photographic Resource
holds the copyright for the image, but you
are free to use it in any way you wish for
your own research.
Charles Sales runs the site and asks that
people who use the service acknowledge
receipt of the image. New photos are
welcome to enable the site to continue
growing.
Thankyou to Sue Jarvis for alerting me to
this valuable resource. Wendy Cooksey

TROVE
TROVE, part of the National Library
of Australia website
(www.trove.nla.gov.au), is actually a
treasure trove of resource material
for the Australian historian. Books,
images, historic newspapers, maps
and other archival material are
included on this site. The
newspapers, in particular, provide a
wealth of social history for the family
historian.
Initially, the newspapers were from
the major cities, such as the Argus
(Melbourne) and the Sydney Morning
Herald. Now many regional
newspapers are available including
issues of the Wodonga and Towong
Sentinel. A full list of what is
available is on their website.
A particular feature of the newspaper
project is the ability for the user to
edit the digitized image of the
newspaper account, without affecting
the actual news clipping. This is
easy to use. You simply register and
provide a user name, which can be
your own or one you have made up.
You can then turn the digitized
account into something that is more
readable for downloading in a
programme such as Word. It is also
possible to download a copy of the
original.
This is a free resource. A pity that
the slogan “you don’t need to know
what you are looking for, you just
have to start looking” has been taken
by another organisation as it
certainly is appropriate here.
Article submitted by Pat Hopkins


PROJECTS AND PIONEERS
A report from Pat Hopkins
Transcriptions and photographs of the
Mitta Mitta Cemetery are now on CD and
available for sale. A big thankyou to all
who worked on this project and I hope you
are happy with the results. I suggest you
use the CD in conjunction with Janet
Duncan’s book Certificate of Right of
Burial in the Mitta Mitta Cemetery – 140

years (located in our Research Room and
available for sale from the Author)
 Work is still underway on the
Pioneer project and we hope to put the
finishing touches to this task by December
and have it available sometime next year.
It has been a mammoth task and
unfortunately will not cover all the local
pioneers. We have had to rely on
submissions from interested parties.
These submissions were obtained about
twenty years ago so our members have
been busy checking and adding to this
information.

 We had a wonderful day at
Barnawatha cemetery to photograph the
headstones. Again a very big thankyou to
the members who attended. We thought
we would cover half the cemetery and
have to return on another occasion. But
absolutely delighted that all the photos
were taken and now we will transcribe the
information at the Library. The CD we
hope to produce should be ready
sometime next year.
 Information on the Tallangatta
Cemetery has been recorded on our
computer so we will be arranging a day
there to update these records next year.
The Tawonga cemetery is another
cemetery we have recorded but need a
little more information to finalise this
project.


Christmas in 1904 fell on a Sunday. The
Wodonga & Towong Sentinel was
published every Friday morning in time
for the early mail. It cost 12s 6d per
annum or 3d a copy and was 4 pages.
Schlink & Son were advertising some very
suitable novelties for Christmas. These
included: Pictorial Writing Tablets;
Pictorial Stationery Boxes; Christmas
cards in packets or singles.
Valverde & Co of Albury were selling 4
different types of Christmas Hampers
made up of English Ale in pints and
quarts, Port Wine, Sherry and Claret
ranging from 12 shillings to 40 shillings.
The Victorian Railways put on extra trains
for the 23rd; 24th and 26th of December
stopping at Barnawartha, Chiltern,
Springhurst, Wangaratta, Glenrowan,
Benalla, Euroa and Seymour.

There was a Christmas Appeal to the
Editor of the Sentinel to remind the public
of the claim of the Newtown Orphanage on
the charity of the people. Subscriptions or
donations could be sent to the Orphanage
or to the Convent in Albury or to Patrick
Kennedy in Swift Street Albury.
Younghusband, Row & Co advised that the
Albury and Wodonga Market dates were
changed due to the Christmas closure.
The Australian Natives Association had a
Grand Concert on Boxing Day. To
commence at 8pm costing 2 shillings for
front seats and 1 shilling for back seats
with a dance to follow.
The Wodonga Turf Club was having a race
meeting on Boxing Day. There was a
special train from Chiltern and
Barnawartha on the day.
I found this information on the Trove
website.


This piece of
history is submitted by Norma
Burrows
Ever wondered why a park in
Wodonga has the name that it has?
Here are some more of the answers.
Park Name: Peter Frawley Snr
Park
Location: between Pearce Street
(south) and Nordsvan Drive
Background: Mr Frawley was in
active service in World War 1 for four
years and he also fought with the AIF
at Gallipoli and was awarded the
Croix de Geurre for his part in a
battle at Fromelles south of
Armentieres in 1916.
From this he became a jockey
winning many hurdle races at various
places. The most well recognized of
these was winning the Australian
Steeple at Caulfield in 1922 on a

horse called “Pistolier.” He came to
Wodonga in 1932 to work for the
Post Master General Department.
His work took him to Wangaratta and
Beechworth and his mode of
transport was a push bike. From
here he took on work at the
Wodonga Foundry, was the Secretary
of the Bonegilla Race Club, member
of the Wodonga turf club and a
member of the founding committee
that formed the Wodonga Show
Society.
Park Name: Dr Bill Grant Park
Location: Murphy Street
Background: Dr Grant was born in
Wodonga and was the eldest son of
Dr F J Grant and Kathleen Dixon with
their family home being located in
High Street next to the old Shire
Hall.
He was the Medical Health Officer for
Wodonga Council from 1964 and the
President of the Wodonga Hospital
Board which he served for many
years. He was also an Honorary
Medical officer and a member of the
Wodonga Turf Club as well as a keen
supporter of the Wodonga Bulldogs.
He was a particular friend and doctor
to many early migrant families that
settled in the area.
Park Name: Max Gray Park
Location: North of Brockley
Street and Poplar Street
Background: Mr Gray joined the
Police Force in Melbourne in 1950
and was stationed in Montague,
North Melbourne and later did
patrols.
He was then appointed to Wodonga
as the first CIB detective in 1958. Mr
Gray and his wife Marie had two sons
and two daughters and the family
lived in William St, Wodonga. Mr
Gray retired from the police force in
1984, however during his time he
served the community as a

policeman known for compassion and
good sense. He also served on the
Vermont Court Hostel Board and
many other community projects.
Wodonga thought itself lucky to have
gained the services of such a fine
man.
Park Name: Felix Grundy Park
Location: Forrest Mars Avenue

Background: The local snake
catcher. He caught snakes and
milked them of their venom which
he supplied to the Commonwealth
Serum Laboratories in order to
make Anti Venom Serum. One
trick he delighted in was letting
these snakes loose (after having
milked them of the venom) in the
bars of local hotels.


NEW RELEASE: Mitta Mitta CD
Transcriptions and Photographs up to
November 2010 have been released on
CD.
Format: Word and Excel, 1997 - 2003
compatible.
Cost: $25.00 + $5 p&p
Orders: Wodonga Family History Soc Inc
PO Box 289
Wodonga 3689
The Mitta Mitta Cemetery is located at the
southern end of the Mitta Mitta valley at
the junction of the Mitta River and the
Snowy Creek, south of the township of
Tallangatta, and 90 kms south east of
Wodonga on the Omeo Highway.

RECORDS FOR SALE
COMPUTER DISCS
Yackandandah Shire Rates 1875-1878
and 1884-1891
Wodonga Shire Rates 1900-1948
(1938-1941 not available)
Wodonga Burial Records 1861-1937
and 1938-2004
Wodonga Monumental Inscriptions up
to 2007
The 2 set Wodonga Cemetery
Records available for $65.
Yabba Cemetery Headstone
Inscriptions and Photographs
Yackandandah Cemetery Headstone
Transcriptions
All CDs postage and handling an
extra $5.

$20
$35
$35
$35

$20
$35

HARD COPY CEMETERY HEADSTONE
RECORDS
Barnawartha 1861-2003
Bethanga
Bungowannah 1876 -2002
Burrumbuttock: Public 1893-1999
and Trinity Bethal Lutheran Church
1885-1999
Gerogery : Public 1859-2002 and St
Peters Lutheran Church 1869-2002
Glen Wills Register 1894-1920 and
Granite Flat Headstones 1863-1993
Goombargana
Jindera Cemeteries: Public Register
1875-1977; Headstones 1876-2001;
Bethelhem Lutheran 1875-2001;
Lutheran 1863-2001
Kiewa
Moorwatha
Sandy Creek: Register and Headstones
Talgarno
Package and postage $2.50 each
MICROFICHE RECORDS
Yackandandah Shire Rates
Part 1: 1884-1888 and 1920-1948
(63 fiche)
Part 2: 1949-1971 (54 fiche)
Postage $5 per part
Note: New Prices

$12
$9
$6
$6
$6
$5
$5
$6

$12
$5
$9
$6

$30
$30

MURPHY’S LAW OF GENEALOGY
What can go wrong will go wrong
examples:
You find out that the public ceremony in
which your distinguished ancestor
participated, and at which the platform that
collapsed under him, turned out to be his
hanging.

When at last after much hard work you have evolved the mystery that you have been working
on for two years, and your aunt says, “I could have told you that.”
You search ten years for your grandmother’s maiden name to eventually find it on a letter in a
box in the attic.
You never asked your father about his family when he was alive because you weren’t
interested in genealogy then.
The will you need is in the safe on board the Titanic.


The Wodonga Family History Society would like to thank Officeworks Wodonga for its
support.
Officeworks is a great store with many services and products available for family historians.

Wodonga Family History Society Inc., PO Box 289, Wodonga, VIC, 3689

