February 2014
newsletter no. 149

What’s Happening Next for our Society:
18th February 2014 – Robyn Wood will discuss her recent trip to the UK. She will
advise on her research experience in the UK – her findings and recommendations.

18th March – as at the last committee meeting this event had not been finalised. You will
receive more information regarding the evening when details have been finalised. I’m sure it
will be well worth the wait.

15th April – as at the last committee meeting this event had not been finalised.
You will receive more information regarding the evening when details have been
finalised. The idea is that it will relate to Anzac Day.
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Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept any responsibility for opinions or
accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced in this publication for educational purposes .

Newsletter of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc.
PO Box 289 Wodonga Vic 3689

www.wodongafamilyhistory.org

Email: secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org
Published in February, May,
August and November
ISSN 1327-3167
The Research Room is situated in the
premises of the Upper Murray Regional
Library in Hovell Street, Wodonga VIC.
The opening hours for research are
Tuesday & Wednesday from 10.30am to
3.30pm and Thursday from 1pm to
5.30pm.

Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month [except December] at
7.30pm at the Felltimber Community
Centre, cnr Felltimber Creek Road and
Melrose Drive, Wodonga. Entry is via
Ritter Road.

Researchers please note that you cannot gain access to the Research Room until you have
signed the attendance book at the front Desk – signature & membership number is required.
If you are a visitor, your postcode and phone number will be required.
Items cannot be returned through the Library after hour’s chute or to the
Regional Library staff. They must be returned to the Research Rooms during the
designated opening hours mentioned above.
Research enquiries: If you wish our Research Officer to do research for you, please
include a business sized, stamped, self addressed envelope with your enquiry details. The
initial research cost is $20.00.
Please include all the details you can: names, areas, dates, any births, deaths and marriage
details you may have and what you want the Research Officer to find out. There is no point
in paying for what you already know.
Membership Details
Membership of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc. includes the benefits of receiving a
quarterly newsletter and allows access to all the resources of the Society’s library which is
growing all the time. Your attendance at our monthly meetings will ensure that you have
contact with our researchers who share your interest in family history.
Subscriptions:

Joining Fee
Single Membership
Joint Membership
Concession

$ 5.00
$30.00
$40.00 (2 people at same address)
$18.00 (proof required)

Membership fees are due and payable in July of each year.
Committee members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Norma Burrows
vacant
Heather Lauritzen
Wendy Cooksey

phone: 02 6024 1591
phone: 02 6024 2493
phone: 02 6056 3220

Lyn Larkin
Pat Hopkins
Andy Turner Christine Young
Dawn Newman
Yvonne Wilson
Bob Cousins

Doreen Gibbs
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President
President’s Report
I would like to wish you all a happy and
healthy New Year.
Thanks to the hard work of our
members our 2013 Street Stall was a
great success. With donations of books,
cakes, biscuits, preserves, knitted and
crocheted rugs and scarves, lots of
plants and other miscellaneous items we
were able to raise over $1400.00.
Once again Dawn provided a beautiful
Christmas cake for our raffle and many
tickets were sold. The cake was won by
a Wodonga resident. Well done to all
who participated!

We are updating our members' information
and would like to include details of a person to
contact in case of emergency. The information
required is "Person to contact and contact
number". Please forward these details to:
secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org, call
Wendy on 02 6056 3220 or post to PO Box
289, Wodonga, 3689.

Wodonga Seniors Seminar
Friday 11 October 2013

You may have noticed members were
wearing “WFHS” aprons on Street Stall
day – many thanks to our Fundraising
Officer, Yvonne, who organised these
for us. They certainly helped to
advertise who we are and made us all
feel part of a great team.
Our Programme Officer, Andy, has some
good things in the pipeline. As soon as
they are confirmed we will let you know.
We continue to transcribe local records
and this year we will be out and about
again – taking photographs of
headstones and recording more local
cemetery records.
Lyn, our Librarian, has some new books
in the library so be sure to come and
make use of this excellent resource.
Lyn would also welcome anyone who is
interested in becoming a library
volunteer.
We look forward to seeing you all at
meetings in 2014 and I hope this year
you will break down that “brick wall” you
have in your research.
Norma Burrows

This session was run in the Senior Citizens
Club from 1.30 to 3.30 pm on Friday 11
October 2013.
About 20 seniors attended and we started with
a PowerPoint digital presentation of who we
are, what we do, where we meet and how
welcome people are to join or just visit to seek
help.
After the opening presentation they were
divided into small groups to each to begin
filling in a family tree chart.
There was and experienced genealogist helping
each table by guiding and answering their
many questions.
Helping were our President Norma, Secretary
Wendy, Librarian Lyn, Project Officer Pat,
Program Officer Andy, Publicity Officer Lynda
and Treasurer Heather – that added up to about
150 years of combined genealogy experience
to help them.
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Before long the chatter noise rose, information
was being shared and they relaxed and began
enjoy filling in their charts.
We emphasised that ….. “If at the end of the
day you have completed one sheet you leave a
valuable treasure for your descendants”.
We provided afternoon tea with ample cakes
and biscuits.
It was a good feeling to help seniors get
started on their research and leave at least one
valuable chart for their descendants.
I believe we also gained some new members.
Andrew Turner
Program Officer
Wodonga Family History Society

Are you aware that The Albury Banner
and Wodonga Express 1896-1939 is
available on TROVE?
Meeting Notes
19th November – Secretary Wendy
and committee member Bob gave us
an insight into how to use the Trove,
PROV and other websites which hold
great information for family history
researchers.



papers we have sitting on our
desks.
Ideas on how to get a system
for our papers/certificates/
etc.


You may have read where Felltimber
Community Centre will be undergoing
renovations in the coming months. We
have been advised that the Centre should
be available in the 2014.
The Director of the Centre will keep us
informed.
If there is any change of venue you will be
notified by email and keep a watch out in
the Border Mail diary (any changes will be
included in the notice).


Upcoming Events
18th May – BBQ at Bunnings
Wodonga – more information will be
provided as we get closer to the date. Help
on the day will be greatly appreciated.
The money raised is for the benefit of
members to add to the great assets that the
Society already has.

18th December – About 30
members and partners attended our
Christmas gathering at the Wodonga
Golf Club restaurant. We had a very
enjoyable meal with plenty of talking
and laughing. All those attending
had a very pleasant evening.
22nd January – This meeting was a
members’ night and members were
asked what the club can do for them
in 2014.
Andy was in charge and some of our
meeting nights will be based on the
information supplied.
Some of the matters raised were –
 Where are you at with your
research?
 We should prioritise our
research.
 We should start/continue to
write our stories.
 Perhaps make a 2014
resolution to sort out all those

On the 4th December, WFHS member Di
Boyd was listening to Magic 1278 Melb
radio.
She tells us that someone rang in and said
“a douver was the slang for a bed pan in
WW2, and the person who had to go
around and empty all the ʻdouversʼ was
referred to as a ʻdouver-lacky.”
This newsletter Editorʼs mother used that
expression all the time and I still do.
I thought it meant a kitchen utensil!!!!!!!!!!
Keeping with the occupation theme
the following terms were used in
official census records:
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Ag. Lab. 1841-81 Agricultural labourer
Ap. 1841-61 Apprentice
Army 1841 Members of HM land forces of
whatever rank
Cl. 1841-61 Clerk
FS. 1841 Female servant
H.P. 1841 Members of HM armed forces on
half-pay
Ind. 1841 Independent - people living on
their own means
J. 1841 Journeyman
M. 1841 Manufacturer
m. 1841 Maker - as in 'Shoe m.'
MS 1841 Male servant

require a set time, place and topic to
write then come to our room at the
Wodonga Library on Thursday
mornings at 10am (starting at the end
of February 2014). Come armed with
your enthusiasm, ideas, research
material, and laptop (or use one of our
computers).
Free wifi is available at the Library but
can be accessed in our room. The
Challenge - “Your Earliest Ancestor
(or the one you want to write about)”
in 1 to 2 pages plus sources. To be
completed on or before our April or
May 2014 meeting. Of course, the
challenge is open to all members.
Contact Pat at
hopkinsp3@bigpond.com or ring 02
6040 1904 for further information.

Navy 1841 Members of HM naval forces,
including marines,
of whatever rank
P. 1841 Pensioners in HM armed forces
Rail Lab. 1851 Railway labourer
Serv. 1861 Servant
Sh. 1841 Shopman

Thanks to member Barb Baxter for
that information.


Members’ story
The WFHS committee are always trying to
encourage you, the members, to write
short pieces for the newsletter.
The aim is to give you the confidence to
keep writing short or longer pieces for
yourself and your family to preserve and
pass on your family’s history.
It would be great if you wanted to share
those stories with fellow members via this
newsletter. They can be as short as 300
words [half a page, depending on the font
you use] up to a page and a half [approx.
900 words].
Pat Hopkins has proposed a project to help
you on your way.

The Proposed Project: If you

I present our first short story as
written by member Bernice Burgess.
CHECK, CHECK AND CHECK AGAIN
When I was new to family history research
I was advised to check and re-check the
references I found to my ancestors, in fact,
I was told that I should have, at least, two
references to authenticate the information.
I found this was particularly important
when families of my forebears used family
first names that kept on recurring. When
there were several brothers in the family
using family names, there were often quite
a few babies born around the same time
with the same surname and first name –
very confusing.
This story comes from my own experience.
Elizabeth Dive was christened on 10 April
1833 at Iden, Sussex, England. Her
parents were James Dive and Caroline
Furner. The family, including two boys,
migrated to Australia in the Augusta Jessie
reaching Sydney on 11.10.1837. James
was employed as a farm bailiff at the
Richmond (Western Sydney) home of
William Cox Jnr. but, unfortunately, he
became seriously ill and died on 11 March
1840. By this time another son, Thomas,
had arrived. Caroline was destitute and in
December 1841 James (the eldest son)
was admitted to the Male Orphan School
at Liverpool while Elizabeth was admitted
to the Parramatta Orphan School for
females. Both children were returned to
their mother in March 1844 after she remarried.
For a long time I could find no further trace
of Elizabeth until I came across a Diveʼs
family tree on the internet. The research
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had been done by a professional
researcher but paid for by a distant relative
by marriage. Elizabeth was reported as
having returned to England, married and
had a daughter. The more I thought about
this the more I realised it was unlikely as
Elizabethʼs family was poor. How could
they afford to send her to England?
I returned to the documents I had
concerning Elizabeth and found the
reports from the Orphan School referred to
her as Eliza. This started me on a new
trail. Eliza Dive had an illegitimate
daughter, Phoebe, born on 15.3.1857 at
Trunkey Creek on the Bathurst Goldfields.
The father was listed as Charles Penfold,
a convict who had arrived in Australia on
board the Mangles in 1837. There is no
marriage record but Eliza and Charles
lived together until his death in early 1871.
On her daughterʼs (Mary) death certificate
Eliza is mentioned as being Mrs. Clynes,
however, no marriage or death record was
found.
A somewhat similar story relates to Elizaʼs
brother, John George but, so far, I have
not found a marriage or death record for
him. However, on the internet record
mentioned earlier John was listed as
having married Ellen Connelly and having
died on 19 December 1905 at the
Rookwood Asylum. There were five
children of the marriage. Although the
parents of John Dive were listed on his
death registration as being Thomas and
Annie, researchers ignored this
information in their enthusiasm at having
found a record for a John. His father,
Thomas was a brother of James who had
migrated in 1837 and Thomas, adopting
the practice of using family names called
his son John. This John was considerably
younger than John George whom I havenʼt
been able to trace from the time he
collected Eliza from the Orphan School.
What is interesting to me is that several
other researchers with whom I have since
been in contact were very reluctant to
change their accounts even though I sent
them copies of the documents. Perhaps, I
should have called this story, The Pitfalls
of Family Names.
A big thankyou to Bernice for her
contribution.

Members are advised that
the FlipPal is available at the
Library for their use.
It is particularly useful for
photographing large items, for

anything behind glass and for
those photos that are in albums
and cannot be put flat on a
scanner.
Cheers Pat Hopkins.
The Federation of Australian Historical
Societies is encouraging societies to
profile themselves on the Australia’s
Community Heritage website:
http://www.communityheritage.net.au/
Organisations can be profiled on this
site and you can add stories about
people, places or events. You can also
add some photos. Individuals can also
join and add information.
The site is entirely free.
I believe that Wendy is going to
register our group. Once this is done
our Society’s name should appear in the
ribbon near the top right side of the
website.
Alternatively, you could click on the
Groups red ribbon and choose the state
and then you can see who has already
registered.
I also looked at the information
attached to the Events red ribbon.
If you want more information re the
website then contact our secretary
Wendy Cooksey.

Did you know that the microfilm for
the Wodonga and Towong Sentinel is
available in the Library?
There is loads of interesting data and
articles to read in that newspaper.
The Sentinel was established in 1885
and continued until 1968 when it was
taken over by the Border Morning
Mail Pty Ltd.
The Sentinel was owned, managed
and edited by James RYAN until he
was killed by a train at Wodonga
station in 1912, and then by his son
Charlie until his death in 1965.
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Here are a couple of snippets from
the Sentinel.
Friday 22nd October 1909
Mr J T PARNABY of Leneva, has
convened a public meeting of
ratepayers of Baranduda, Leneva,
Leneva West and neighbourhood for
tomorrow [Saturday] evening at the
Leneva Hall to take into consideration
the advisableness of separating from
Yackandandah Shire and joining
Wodonga Shire. In view of the
importance of the question there
should be large attendance.
[It is situated on the Beechworth
Wodonga road]

Friday 11th May 1911
A new Department
ASHBY’S. Cash Tailoring. In order to
meet the growing demand for a
Cheaper Class SUIT, we are now
turning out a WELL FINISHED and
CLEAN FITTING SUIT, equal to
anything turned out in the city at the
price, for £3/3, £3/5 and £3/10.
Plenty of samples to select from. No
booking in the department. WM. H.
ASHBY, High Class Tailor. Beehive
Buildings, Dean Street, Albury
[I believe that is on the Townsend Street
corner]

The Albury Banner and Wodonga
Express (NSW: 1896 – 1938)
reported on Friday 20th September
1918 that there had been a fire in
the Beehive Buildings that were
occupied by Messrs. ALLEN Bros,
drapers. The upper storey was
gutted and the flames crept along
the roof to the adjoining premises of
Misses PRIOR and STEPHENSON,
dressmakers and Mr W ASHBY, tailor.
Water caused damage to the goods
in their premises.
Friday 26th May 1911
W. TWOMEY
Hair Dresser and Bicycle Agent. Next
Terminus Hotel [now burnt down].
Two Chairs. No Waiting.
Cleanliness. Civility and Attention.
Pipes, Tobacco, Cigars and Toilet
Requisites. The Cheapest House in

Wodonga. All kinds of Fishing Tackle,
Water Bags, etc.
WODONGA BAKERY
Sydney Street Wodonga. George
AUBURN, Jun., Fancy Bread and
Biscuit Baker. Meetings, Picnics, etc.
Catered For. Satisfaction
Guaranteed.
CREAM
We are Purchasers of Cream in any
quantities at our CREAM RECEIVING
DEPOT, Hume Street, Wodonga.
Where Farmers can see their Cream
Weighed and Tested by an
experienced man. Highest prices
paid, and correct Cream results
guaranteed. Holdenson & Nielson.
Fresh Food Proprietary Ltd.
MELBOURNE
[This was previously the old Carlton
brewery and was leased by the Fresh
Food Proprietary Ltd. MELBOURNE in
1905]

Thanks to Lyn Larkin for the snippets.
Additional information researched by the
Editor.



Librarian’s Report

There were 103 visitors to the Research
Room in November 2013 which included
90 members.
There were 45 visitors to the Research
Room in December 2013 which included
42 members.
Total visitors for 2013 were 1,138 which
was 100 more than 2012 – very
encouraging.

New in the WFHS library
Books
*Cattlemen of the High Country
*Exiled. The Port Arthur Convict
Photographs
*Freedom on the Fatal Shore Australia’s First Colony
*The Church of St Thomas Port
Macquarie [Early Parish Registers]
*The Convict Years. Transportation &
the Penal System 1788 – 1868
*The History of Albury. 1824 - 1895
CDs
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*Bailliere’s Victorian Gazetteer &
Road Guide 1879
*Marine Births, Deaths & Marriages.
Vic. 1853 – 1920
*Melbourne. Commercial & Squatters
Directory 1854
*Melbourne Directory 1859. Street
Guide & Addresses
*NSW Electoral Roll 1913. District of
Albury
*Victorian Commonwealth Electoral
Roll 1939. INDI


RECORDS FOR SALE
COMPUTER DISCS
Yackandandah Shire Rates 18751878 and 1884-1891
Wodonga Shire Rates 1900-1948
(1938-1941 not available)
Wodonga Burial Records 18611937 and 1938-2004
Wodonga Monumental Inscriptions
up to 2007
The 2 set Wodonga Cemetery
Records available for $65.
Yabba Cemetery Headstone
Inscriptions and Photographs
Yackandandah Cemetery
Headstone Transcriptions
All CDs postage and handling an
extra $5.

$20

MICROFICHE RECORDS
Yackandandah Shire Rates
Part 1: 1884-1888 and 1920-1948
(63 fiche)
Part 2: 1949-1971 (54 fiche)
Postage $5 per part
Note: New Prices

$5
$5
$6

$12
$5
$9
$6

$30
$30

$35
$35
$35

$20
$35

HARD COPY CEMETERY HEADSTONE
RECORDS
Barnawartha 1861-2003
Bethanga
Bungowannah 1876 -2002
Burrumbuttock: Public 1893-1999
and Trinity Bethal Lutheran Church
1885-1999
Gerogery : Public 1859-2002 and
St Peters Lutheran Church 18692002

Glen Wills Register 1894-1920 and
Granite Flat Headstones 18631993
Goombargana
Jindera Cemeteries: Public
Register 1875-1977; Headstones
1876-2001; Bethelhem Lutheran
1875-2001; Lutheran 1863-2001
Kiewa
Moorwatha
Sandy Creek: Register and
Headstones
Talgarno
Package and postage $2.50 each

$12
$9
$6
$6
$6

Mitta Mitta CD
Transcriptions and Photographs up to
November 2010 have been released on
CD.
Format: Word and Excel,
1997 - 2003 compatible.
Cost: $25.00 + $5 p&p
The Mitta Mitta Cemetery is located at
the southern end of the Mitta Mitta
valley at the junction of the Mitta River
and the Snowy Creek, south of the
township of Tallangatta, and 90 kms
south east of Wodonga on the Omeo
Highway.
Orders to: Wodonga Family History Soc
Inc PO Box 289 Wodonga 3689



The Research Room continues to be supported by the donation of books from
members and friends. This is great for the build-up of resources. This adds to
the collection along with the microfiche, CD’s and Internet.
Why don’t you go and visit the Research Room to look at the wonderful collection
of books on offer to use in the Research Room or to borrow.
The Research Room is a cool environment to utilise on the hot days of summer.
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Wodonga Family History Society Inc., PO Box 289, Wodonga, VIC, 3689

The Wodonga Family History Society would like to thank Officeworks Wodonga for its
support.
Officeworks is a great store with many services and products available for family historians.
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