November 2014
newsletter no. 152

What’s Happening Next for our Society:
18th November – Come early [6pm] and enjoy the Sausage Sizzle followed by Brick Wall
and/or Memorabilia.

16th December – Christmas party. The venue will be the Clubhouse Cafe, Wodonga Golf
Club from 6pm. All members and partners are invited to come along and enjoy a great
evening. Meals are at your own cost. If you wish to attend, please let Norma know –
02 6024 1591 or norma.may@bigpond.com Numbers are needed by 1st December.
The editor wishes everybody a safe and happy Christmas. I hope you have a great time with
your family and friends.

20th January 2015 – It should be a fun night with Show and Tell. Planning for future
events will be discussed – ideas are most welcome.

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept any responsibility for opinions or
accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced in this publication for educational purposes .
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The Research Room is situated in the
premises of the Upper Murray Regional
Library in Hovell Street, Wodonga VIC.
The opening hours for research are
Tuesday & Wednesday from 10.30am to
3.30pm and Thursday from 1pm to
5.30pm.

Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month [except December] at
7.30pm at the Felltimber Community
Centre, cnr Felltimber Creek Road and
Melrose Drive, Wodonga. Entry is via
Ritter Road.

Researchers please note that you cannot gain access to the Research Room until you have
signed the attendance book at the front Desk – signature & membership number is required.
If you are a visitor, your postcode and phone number will be required.
Items cannot be returned through the Library after hour’s chute or to the
Regional Library staff. They must be returned to the Research Rooms during the
designated opening hours mentioned above.
Research enquiries: If you wish our Research Officer to do research for you, please
include a business sized, stamped, self addressed envelope with your enquiry details. The
initial research cost is $20.00.
Please include all the details you can: names, areas, dates, any births, deaths and marriage
details you may have and what you want the Research Officer to find out. There is no point
in paying for what you already know.
Membership Details
Membership of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc. includes the benefits of receiving a
quarterly newsletter and allows access to all the resources of the Society’s library which is
growing all the time. Your attendance at our monthly meetings will ensure that you have
contact with our researchers who share your interest in family history.
Subscriptions:

Joining Fee
Single Membership
Joint Membership
Concession

$ 5.00
$30.00
$40.00 (2 people at same address)
$18.00 (proof required)

Membership fees are due and payable in July of each year.
Committee members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Doreen Gibbs
Pat Hopkins

Norma Burrows
vacant
Heather Lauritzen
Wendy Cooksey

phone: 02 6024 1591
phone: 02 6024 2493
phone: 02 6056 3220

Lyn Larkin
Bob Cousins
Lynda Cuper
Sue Jarvis
Dawn Newman
Yvonne Wilson
Christine Young
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President’s Report
Spring has arrived and Christmas is just around the corner - it is amazing how quickly the
year has gone. We have had a very busy and successful year.
At our Annual General Meeting in July Sue Jarvis joined our committee. We welcome Sue
and look forward to her participation in our activities.
This year’s winners of the Bedella Awards were Fiona Lappin, Graeme Rayner and Wendy
Cooksey.
Presentations were made at our September meeting and the winning entries read.
Fiona’s entry was a photo history of her family, Graeme’s was a cartoon and verse
presentation of an event in his life and Wendy’s was the story of her Uncle Austin.
With such different ways of telling stories we should all be inspired for the Bedella and
Townsend Awards in 2015.
All entries in the awards will be available at the library for you to read. Congratulations to you
all.
To celebrate Family History Month we had a display in the “Reflections on High” windows in
High Street, Wodonga. Congratulations to our Publicity Officer, Lynda Cuper, on a great
effort.
We were again involved in Wodonga’s Senior Celebrations with a fun workshop on Friday 17th
October. Helping more people “find their family” is the aim of these activities.
We presented two workshops to members of “The Willows” organisation and they were well
received. One of the participants was interested in telling us her story and we hope to have
her as a guest speaker in the New Year.
We regret that our meeting nights have been disrupted this year while Felltimber Community
Centre has been undergoing renovations. It was great that we still had good attendance at
Belgrade Avenue.
All members are invited to attend our Christmas gathering – date and venue will be advised.
Experts tell us it is going to be a very hot and dry summer so keep cool and enjoy Christmas
and New Year with your families.
Norma Burrows
President
We are updating our members' information and would like to include details of a person to contact in
case of emergency. The information required is "Person to contact and contact number". Please
forward these details to: secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org, call Wendy on 02 6056 3220 or post to
PO Box 289, Wodonga, 3689.
Meeting Notes
15th July – We held our Annual General Meeting and welcomed a new member,
Sue Jarvis, to our committee. The confirmation of the committee was followed by
our guest speaker, Doug Hunter.
Doug is from the Albury Historical Society and he gave a very interesting talk on
“The Diary of Harry Derrick”, a soldier from Tallangatta Valley. Harry had used up
every space in a very small diary and Doug did a wonderful job of transcribing it.
Members were able to inspect the small leather bound diary and other items
Doug had brought along.
19th August – Member Mark Grealy gave a very interesting and informative talk
on Land Titles and how to search for them. He also spoke about the moving of
Tallangatta in the 1950s. Mark has his own research business – Archival Access –
and will be happy to assist members.
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16th September – Presentation and reading of winning entries in the Bedella
Awards. Winners were Fiona Lappin, Graeme Rayner and Wendy Cooksey.
Following the readings we held a short “brick wall” session.

Members’ stories



The WFHS committee are always trying to encourage you, the members, to write short pieces
for the newsletter.
The aim is to give you the confidence to keep writing short or longer pieces for yourself and
your family to preserve and pass on your family’s history.
It would be great if you wanted to share those stories with fellow members via this newsletter.
They can be as short as 300 words [half a page, depending on the font you use] up to a page
and a half [approx. 900 words].
This story comes from Marie Elliott.

Growing up at Bonegilla, not Bon-e-gilla……..Marie Elliott
Firstly I would like to settle the age old argument of, is it pronounced Bonegilla or Bon-e-gilla?
The local native community was named Bonegilla but when the Bonegilla Reception and Training
Centre was opened in 1947 providing temporary accommodation for post war refugees from war-torn
Europe, for the new comers the European pronunciation was Bon-e-gilla.
I had the privilege of going to school at Mitta Junction with a mixture of locals and some children from
the Migrant Centre, as we knew it. This was very educational for us locals, as children, we had never
heard of Europe until then. Remember, there was no television to show us what was going on in the
rest of the world, only newspapers.
We thought they dressed differently, the boys in their Lederhosen, (leather short pants) and long socks,
while the girls mainly wore full skirts and long socks.
The sandwiches which they bought from the camp canteen were thick dark rye bread with strange thick
sausage, later known to us as salami.
We lived on Maher’s Road and as the last house with kids going to the Mitta Junction State School, my
Dad would drive my brother and I, picking up the Park, Maher, Oakey and Huntington children, (from
the Boat Haven Caravan Park). Looking back now I wonder how we all managed to squeeze in the old
Chrysler Royal car. In the afternoon on the return journey Dad would call at Cummins, (top of the
Bonegilla Straight) to pick up the daily mail and we would deliver it.
They were carefree days. I loved the farm life, swimming in the creek with my pet dog Ginger, a red
kelpie who I could teach just about anything. He would stand on a rubber tyre tube floating among us
and yelping with delight as we splashed him. The first time my heart was broken was Ginger’s
untimely death as he ran in front of a speeding utility in front of our home. My eyes were red for a
week, and I didn’t think I would ever love again, because it hurt too much.
Autumn would see us up the paddock picking up wood and building fires, with a lamb chop BBQ for
lunch. No fancy cooking equipment, just some wire netting over the red hot coals, somewhat seared
but always delicious. One day, sitting in the trailer with the wood, Dad may not have secured it
properly to the Fergie tractor and as he drove up the hill, the tailer left the tractor, and I had to stay put
till it reached the fence for an abrupt stop. What fun it was. Later when I could reach the pedals, my
Dad taught me to drive our Fergie, and these days when I see a woman struggling to turn her large four
wheel drive, I say to myself, she didn’t learn on a Fergie.
My childhood was a happy one with loving parents, many good friends, not much money, but we
certainly didn’t see ourselves as poor, as we had everything we needed. Now, I have many happy
memories of growing up at Bonegilla.
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Shown below are the photos of the 2 stories that won the Bedella Awards this
year.
Fiona Lappin won the Novice section with her pictorial story of 2 brothers who
went to war. She wrote it for her children so that they could understand the lives
of their ancestors. The maximum word count still had to be adhered to.
Although she had it made into a book at Office Works, the actual housing had no
bearing on the result as only the story was to be taken into consideration.
Graeme Rayner's, "My Wandering Prosthesis" won the Intermediate section.
It is the story of himself as a child losing a leg to cancer, and a humorous look in
poetry form at the problems his prosthesis caused him as he grew up.
Graeme illustrated his story himself and had it bound. Again the story itself was
the only thing judged.
As Graeme could not attend the meeting to receive his trophy it was presented to
him in the Research library by Lyn Larkin.



Welcome new members
We welcome the following new members to our Society:Sally Griffen
John Loveland
Veronica McDougall
Diane Ross
Grahame Carroll
Ellen Harper
Ronwyn Davies
Also welcome back Helen Dell
We look forward to seeing you at meetings. Great resources are available at the library
and volunteers are there to help.
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PROJECTS
Over the past two years members have worked
on cemetery, court and school pupil registers.
Although the projects are in varying stages of
development the information is available for
you and our Research Officers to view at our
Library.
Local Cemetery records for Tallangatta,
Barnawartha, Kiewa, Sandy Creek, Talgarno
and Bethanga have been updated. They now
include
photographs
of
the
graves,
transcriptions of headstones and, in most cases,
burial records.
Court of Petty Sessions (Local Court) records
for Bright, Mitta Mitta (1928-1964),
Rutherglen (1895-1948), Tallangatta (18681963), Walwa (1921-1966) have been
transcribed from digitised records of originals
held at PROV (obtained from Archival Access
Victoria) and Milawa Court (1910-1915).
Interpreting the codes used to record the
various misdemeanours has delayed finalising
these records.
Pupil Registers for Carlyle SS4256,
Cornishtown SS802, Lake Moodemere
SS1557, Prentice Freehold SS1314, Mt Alfred
SS3647, Barnawartha SS1489, Tallandoon
SS3533, Dederang North SS2818, Gundowring
SS1159,
Upper
Gundowring
SS2733,
Lockhart’s Creek SS3156, Red Bluff SS3526,
Tangambalanga SS3724, Tallandoon SS3533
and Kiewa Consolidated have been transcribed
so that the information is easily accessed.
These record the pupil’s name, birth date,
parent (usually the father), residence and his
occupation.
Digitised copies of original
records held at the PROV can be obtained from
Mark
Greely
(http://www.archivalaccessvictoria.com).
Indexation of books. An Index has been
created for a number of books in our Library.
It is then easier and faster to locate a particular
name.
Publication of these records has been delayed
for a number of reasons but we hope to have
them available in the near future. A big
thankyou to Lyn, Norma, Jan, Linda, Heather,
Doreen and Dawn. Your efforts every Monday
in producing these records are greatly
appreciated.
Pat Hopkins


YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
Newsletters from a number of other
Family History societies are available at
the Research Library. These often contain
new information that can help you with
your research.
 The Irish Census 1901 and 1911 are
available at
www.census.nationalarchives.ie
but an easier way to access them is
by using Ancestry.com. There your
search can be simplified by adding
the name of a father, mother,
spouse or child. This is not
possible on the NAI site. The
census databases are free to
access. (Ancestor Sep 2014 p.29).
A reminder: the Wodonga,
Albury and Lavington libraries
have the Library edition of
Ancestry.com available free of
charge.



A little known resource at the
Royal Historical Society of Victoria
is the Victorian Memorials Project.
Thousands of records were created
by local historical groups who
photographed and transcribed
information about their local
memorials, such as explorers’
cairns, headstones of notable
graves, plaques of various kinds
and honour rolls.
This helps
explain why we have information
of local memorials in our files. As
the Project dates back to 1987
(when our club was formed) it is
hoped that this information was
included.
You may consider
checking if your family had their
names on any of the memorials.
(Ancestor Jun 2014 p.43).


The Research Room continues to be
supported by the donation of books
from members and friends. This is
great for the build-up of resources.
This adds to the collection along with
the microfiche, CD’s and Internet.
Why don’t you go and visit the
Research Room to look at the
wonderful collection of books on offer
to use in the Research Room or to
borrow.
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Have you ever thought about the
password/s you use on your computer?
Do you consider them to be “safe”
passwords?
In 2013, Google released a list of the
most common password types, all of
which are considered insecure because
they are too easy to guess:







The name of a pet, child, family
member, or significant other
Anniversary dates and birthdays
Birthplace
Name of a favorite holiday
Something related to a favorite
sports team
The word "password"

http://newsfeed.time.com/2014/01/20/the-25worst-passwords-of-2013/

The 25 Worst Passwords
of 2013
"Password" is no longer the worst
offender in this list
SplashData, which makes password
management applications, has released
its 2013 list of the 25 worst passwords
based on files containing millions of
stolen passwords posted online in the
last year. “123456” now tops “password,”
which normally leads the round-up.
Here’s the full list:

1. 123456
2. password
3. 12345678 4. qwerty
5. abc123
6. 123456789
7. 111111
8. 1234567
9. iloveyou 10. adobe123
11. 123123 12. admin
13. 1234567890
14. letmein 15. photoshop
16. 1234
17. monkey
18. shadow 19. sunshine
20. 12345
21. password1
22. princess 23. azerty
24. trustno1 25. 000000
“123456” and “123456789” were a
couple of the most popular

passwords believed to belong to Adobe
users, according to a list published
by security consulting firm Stricture
Consulting Group in Nov.
2013 after Adobe confirmed a customer
data breach a month earlier. That would
also explain why “adobe123″ is at number
10 and “photoshop” is at number 15 on
SplashData’s 2013 list.

Wendy Cooksey advised that one of our
members Graham Oke had a stroke a
couple of weeks ago. He is doing OK but is
expected to be in rehab for a couple of
months. He is in the Albury Base Hospital
and would welcome visitors, but not in the
mornings as he is occupied with rehab
duties. Noelle advised that 3.30pm to
8pm is the best timed to visit.

Vale
Kath Brettoner, one of our former
members passed away a few days
ago. You may remember her as
Connie Pritchett’s sister and Dawn
William’s mother. Dawn was a
former President of our society.

This service may be of interest to you.
It is a promotion for the CFA through
scanning old photos and documents and
putting the copies onto a DVD or memory
stick.
Darryn Coulston Scan Your Heritage
Creations is located at Yack Station,
Turntable Lane, Yackandandah. People
can post or hand deliver their old photos
and documents for Darryn to scan.
Darryn has a web site, with a lot more
information about him and the service he
provides. He can also put the scanned
photos into a PowerPoint presentation or
printed book.
http://www.scan.heritageintelligence.com.a
u/www.dcps.heritageintelligence.com.au/W
elcome.html

November 2014 Page 7 of 10

History of the Registry of Births Deaths and Marriages
in Victoria.
The Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages was established on 18 January, 1853
with the proclamation of the Registration (Births, Deaths and Marriages) Act. The Registry
was first known as the Registrar-General's Department and reported to the Colonial
Secretary.
Governor La Trobe appointed English gentleman and statistician William Archer as Acting
Registrar-General. One of William Archer's first tasks was to develop the procedures for
gathering information and registering the significant life events of Victorians.
The new Registration Act commenced on 31 March 1853 and from 1 July that year, all
Victorians were required to register births and deaths with their local District Registrar. The
first Victorian Registrar-General was Major Norman Campbell, who was appointed by
Governor La Trobe in January 1854. This appointment created some controversy as Major
Campbell was a friend of the Governor and was chosen over William Archer - who many saw
as the driving force behind the founding of the Registry.
However, five years later William Archer was appointed Registrar-General in his own right by
the O'Shannassy government, following the death of Major Campbell. In the decades since
William Archer oversaw the first registrations of births and deaths in Victoria, the Registry has
grown to become a leader in the accurate recording of significant life events.
The Registry continues to provide secure and reliable evidence of events that shape the past,
present and future of Victoria. While the Registry began recording births, marriages and
deaths occurring in Victoria from 1853, it also holds records of church baptisms, marriages
and burials dating back to 1836. These records are available for public access at:
http://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/home/family+history/
(Information from the Victorian Registry of BDMs website)
Each state in Australia has different year ranges of available indexes and certificates depending on
when civil registration began in that state. Some such as Victoria and NSW have indexes of the early
church records as well, increasing the available records for family historians.
When searching indexes you need to keep in mind when the state in which you are searching started to
keep records of civil events.
In some states, such as Victoria and NSW, the 100 year rule has been introduced for births. This means
that you cannot obtain a birth certificate until 100 years after the event. In this case you will have use
lateral thinking to see if there are other records you can access to ensure you have an accurate lineage
for that period. Perhaps family members have more recent certificates they will allow you to copy.
The 100 year rule does not apply to Western Australia where birth certificates are available up to 1932.
To find out which indexes are available for each state, along with the contact details and costs of
certificates, there is a very good chart on the Australian Family Tree Connections website:
http://www.aftc.com.au/Links/BDMs.html
Or you can check copies of the magazine in our library. These are available for members to borrow.
When searching indexes keep in mind that, historically, if a person decided to change his/her name
there is unlikely to be a record indicating this as a person would have just started using the chosen new
name.
In the early 1900s a person could change his/her name by Deed Poll providing some evidence for
future family historians. In 1986 legislation was introduced to allow the Registrar to amend the birth
register. At this time the Deed Poll records were transferred to the BDM Registry where they are kept
to this day.
Wendy Cooksey, with input from Lyn Larkin and Ronwyn Davies.
The East Gippsland Family History
soldiers from WW1 with connection to
Group is undertaking a project re
that area. This is from their website:
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We have commenced a project entitled
‘The Fallen of East Gippsland’ which is to
run with the support of the Bairnsdale
Advertiser. We will endeavour to identify
all persons killed during WW1 who have a
direct connection with East Gippsland.
Already our researchers have identified
500plus individuals who laid down their
lives between 1914 and 1919 (Yes 1919)
from this area. We intend to publish
regularly over the next four years as much
detail as we can find on these casualties.
We intend to publish these details as close
to the centenary of their passing as
possible. We have already identified quite
a few inaccuracies on Honour Rolls an
local records The whole process will
develop into a major and we hope
definitive publication honouring the fallen
of East Gippsland.
If you can assist with any photographs,
army records, newspaper clippings or
family stories please contact us.
Anybody willing and able to help with
the research required to identify and
gather history of our East Gippsland
Fallen is encouraged to contact the
rooms.
If you are able to assist with any
information etc, the East Gippsland
Family History Group would be happy to
hear from you. Their contact details
are:
Postal address: PO Box 1104 Bairnsdale
Victoria 3875 Phone Number: 03 5152
5590 Email Address:
egfhg@egfhg.org.au Web address:
www.egfhg.org.au

Wodonga Burial Records 18611937 and 1938-2004
Wodonga Monumental Inscriptions
up to 2007
The 2 set Wodonga Cemetery
Records available for $65.
Yabba Cemetery Headstone
Inscriptions and Photographs
Yackandandah Cemetery
Headstone Transcriptions
All CDs postage and handling an
extra $5.

$35
$35

$20
$35

HARD COPY CEMETERY HEADSTONE
RECORDS
Barnawartha 1861-2003
Bethanga
Bungowannah 1876 -2002
Burrumbuttock: Public 1893-1999
and Trinity Bethal Lutheran Church
1885-1999
Gerogery : Public 1859-2002 and
St Peters Lutheran Church 18692002
Glen Wills Register 1894-1920 and
Granite Flat Headstones 18631993
Goombargana
Jindera Cemeteries: Public
Register 1875-1977; Headstones
1876-2001; Bethelhem Lutheran
1875-2001; Lutheran 1863-2001
Kiewa
Moorwatha
Sandy Creek: Register and
Headstones
Talgarno
Package and postage $2.50 each
MICROFICHE RECORDS
Yackandandah Shire Rates
Part 1: 1884-1888 and 1920-1948
(63 fiche)
Part 2: 1949-1971 (54 fiche)
Postage $5 per part
Note: New Prices

$12
$9
$6
$6
$6
$5
$5
$6

$12
$5
$9
$6

$30
$30



RECORDS FOR SALE
COMPUTER DISCS
Yackandandah Shire Rates 18751878 and 1884-1891
Wodonga Shire Rates 1900-1948
(1938-1941 not available)

$20
$35
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Mitta Mitta CD
Transcriptions and Photographs up to November 2010 have been released on CD.
Format: Word and Excel,
1997 - 2003 compatible.
Cost: $25.00 + $5 p&p
The Mitta Mitta Cemetery is located at the southern end of the Mitta Mitta valley at the
junction of the Mitta River and the Snowy Creek, south of the township of Tallangatta, and 90
kms south east of Wodonga on the Omeo Highway.
Orders to: Wodonga Family History Soc Inc PO Box 289 Wodonga 3689


STOP PRESS
Street Stall report: Very successful – we took a total of $1,354.00 which included $154.30 for
the Xmas Cake Raffle. Altogether a very successful venture.
Congratulations to all concerned. We have done well!!! Just don’t tell our Librarian, Lyn, or she
will want to buy more records for the library!!


The Research library will be closed from 15th December and will re-open on
20th January 2015.

Wodonga Family History Society Inc., PO Box 289, Wodonga, VIC, 3689

The Wodonga Family History Society would like to thank Officeworks Wodonga for its support.
Officeworks is a great store with many services and products available for family historians.

