May 2015
newsletter no. 154

What’s Happening Next for our Society:
18th May – Robyn Wood will provide information relating to the research techniques she
used to write a book about one of her husban’s relatives. She will go through the
process that she adopted.
There may also be another speaker to discuss 3 different research methods that she
has used.
This is a timely discussion as the entries for the Townsend Trophy and the Bedella
Awards are due by the end of May.

16th June – Members are asked to write a letter to an ancestor asking questions of the
ancestor or perhaps you may want to provide your ancestor with information about your life
and family. These are a couple of suggestions. The subject of your letter can be anything you
choose. You will be asked to share the content of your letter with the attending members.

21st July – this is the AGM. The Nomination form for a position on the committee is
attached to the newsletter.
Doug Elms from Vic Gum will be the guest speaker to talk about Vic Gum.

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept any responsibility for opinions or
accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.
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Information is reproduced in this publication for educational purposes .
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www.wodongafamilyhistory.org
Email: secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org
Published in February, May,
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ISSN 1327-3167

The Research Room is situated in the
premises of the Upper Murray Regional
Library in Hovell Street, Wodonga VIC.
The opening hours for research are
Tuesday & Wednesday from 10.30am to
3.30pm and Thursday from 1pm to
5.30pm.

Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month [except December] at
7.30pm at the Felltimber Community
Centre, cnr Felltimber Creek Road and
Melrose Drive, Wodonga. Entry is via
Ritter Road.

Researchers please note that you cannot gain access to the Research Room until you have
signed the attendance book at the front Desk – signature & membership number is required.
If you are a visitor, your postcode and phone number will be required.
Items cannot be returned through the Library after hour’s chute or to the
Regional Library staff. They must be returned to the Research Rooms during the
designated opening hours mentioned above.
Research enquiries: If you wish our Research Officer to do research for you, please
include a business sized, stamped, self addressed envelope with your enquiry details. The
initial research cost is $20.00.
Please include all the details you can: names, areas, dates, any births, deaths and marriage
details you may have and what you want the Research Officer to find out. There is no point
in paying for what you already know.
Membership Details
Membership of the Wodonga Family History Society Inc. includes the benefits of receiving a
quarterly newsletter and allows access to all the resources of the Society’s library which is
growing all the time. Your attendance at our monthly meetings will ensure that you have
contact with our researchers who share your interest in family history.
Subscriptions:

Joining Fee
Single Membership
Joint Membership
Concession

$ 5.00
$30.00
$40.00 (2 people at same address)
$18.00 (proof required)

Membership fees are due and payable in July of each year.
Committee members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Norma Burrows
vacant
Heather Lauritzen
Wendy Cooksey

Doreen Gibbs Lyn Larkin
Dawn Newman

phone: 02 6024 1591
phone: 02 6024 2493
phone: 02 6056 3220

Bob Cousins
Lynda Cuper
Yvonne Wilson

Pat Hopkins
Sue Jarvis
Christine Young
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President’s Report
Autumn has arrived and with it the cooler weather. On a rainy day (if we get one) perhaps you could
prepare your entry for this year’s Bedella and Townsend Awards.
Details of criteria are available on our website. We are looking forward to lots of entries.
The World War 1 workshop conducted by Vince Black was a great success. Members who attended
gained much knowledge about how to research ancestors who served in The Great War.
We were invited to give a presentation at the Annual General Meeting of the Felltimber Community
Centre. Our talk covered our association with Felltimber Centre over the years. We also discussed
how to go about researching family history and the resources available in our research room. The talk
was well received.
In February we conducted another new members’ day and we had a good number attend. Those
members are now more familiar with the great resources we have at the library.
Don’t forget to book for the Family Tree Maker workshop which is being held at Felltimber
Community Centre on 18th July. Cost is $30.00 ($25.00 for WFHS and GUM members) with tea and
coffee provided. Bring your own lunch. This workshop is for people who currently use the program
and anyone thinking about purchasing a program would also find this very helpful. Converting from an
older program to a new one will also be covered.
Wendy was overseas for a month (mid March to mid April) but I am sure you all appreciate how she
kept us all up to date, even though she was so far away.
Do you have a couple of hours to spare each month? More volunteers are needed to help keep the
research rooms open 3 days per week. Our librarian would be very appreciative of your time and help.
I look forward to seeing you at the library and on meeting nights.
Norma Burrows
President
We are updating our members' information and would like to include details of a person to contact in
case of emergency. The information required is "Person to contact and contact number". Please
forward these details to: secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org, call Wendy on 02 6056 3220 or post to
PO Box 289, Wodonga, 3689.
Meeting Notes
20th January – Committee member Bob Cousins led a lively discussion on topics
members would like covered in the coming year. International research,
cemeteries and use of Trove were some subjects discussed.
17th February – Our guest speaker was Vivienne Davies. Vivienne gave a very
interesting talk on her Chinese heritage.
(M)Ah Ket first came to Wangaratta and Chinese families were pioneer settlers in
the King Valley. Despite discrimination Ah Ket’s family became very successful
business people. Chinese women were not allowed to stay in Australia due to the
White Australia Policy.
Vivienne also showed some photos of her family. The talk was followed by a
question and answer session. It was a very enjoyable and informative meeting.
17th March – After an introduction by Lyn Larkin, our librarian, we showed a DVD
about the history of railways in Wodonga. The DVD was produced by Wodonga
Council. Following this, members shared their family railway stories.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
The committee is proposing the following amendments to our fees. This matter will be
put forward for discussion at our Annual General Meeting on 21st July 2015.
Membership – all members
(1st July to 30th June, payable
by 31st July each year)

New members
Joining fee
Membership

New members joining between
1st April and 30th June
Joining fee
Part membership

$25.00

$10.00
25.00
$35.00

$10.00
10.00
$20.00

Membership fees have not changed for 20 years but over this period of time postage
and other costs have risen considerably, eg, insurance. It is felt that there is no need
for a concession or joint membership subscription category. It is deemed fairer for all
members to pay the same fee.


Welcome new members
Welcome to the following new members Sue Parker
Liz Hammond
Catherine Harkin
Janine Frost
Irwin Brazel
We look forward to seeing you at meetings. Great resources are available at the library
and volunteers are there to help.

Members’ stories



The WFHS committee are always trying to encourage you, the members, to write short pieces
for the newsletter.
The aim is to give you the confidence to keep writing short or longer pieces for yourself and
your family to preserve and pass on your family’s history.
It would be great if you wanted to share those stories with fellow members via this newsletter.
They can be as short as 300 words [half a page, depending on the font you use] up to a page
and a half [approx. 900 words].
Here is a story from Heather McCall.
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The twists and turns of research
My search began with these words in a letter to the Army records department dated 16th July,
1917, stating, “I have two brothers in England, at present who wish to visit his grave before
returning to Australia, after the war…
I was researching the service record of my great uncle Roy Martin who died on the Somme in
February, 1917 when I found the letter written by one of Roy’s brothers on behalf of their
mother, asking where Roy was buried in France.
I wondered which of his five brothers were in England in 1917 and why they were there.
On searching enlistment records I found one brother who had enlisted but his enlistment was
cancelled after 2 weeks due to his apprenticeship in a protected industry.
Then I searched shipping records to and from Britain, without success.
Months later, when searching Trove I found a death notice for Roy, inserted by his family. It
answered my two previous questions. James and Norman were “on munitions work abroad”.
Time passed as it does with family history research. Other aspects were more readily
accessible then my interest was prompted again by rereading the letter that had started the
search.
When I began searching the internet for information about Australians in England on
munitions work I found many references on Trove. It was also a learning opportunity to read
of the attitudes of the times.
My breakthrough came when I found an answer to a query on the Western Front Association
site (http://www.westernfrontassociation.com ).
The explanation from the Australian War Memorial’s Research Centre also referred
researchers to the National Archives of Australia where the dossiers of the munitions workers
are available.
There I searched to no avail, mainly because I didn’t understand how to conduct the search.
Then I discovered Record Search Forum within the NAA site and posted my question. Within
two days I had a comprehensive explanation of how to search and minutes later I had the
digitised records for James (someone had obviously already paid for these to be digitised) and
I paid to have Norman’s digitised.
Not only have I added to the family history but I learnt a great deal about the events of the
time and I’ve learnt to use forums for help. Oh, and Trove remains one of my favourite sites!

It is only a few weeks until the end of May when your entries for the Bedella and
Townsend writing competitions must be in. If you need any assistance with it or
need it proof read, please ask a committee member. We are happy to help you.
If you have never written anything, the novice section of the Bedella is a good
place to begin. You only need to write between 300 and 600 words for this.
If you have mislaid your copy of the guidelines, contact the secretary who can
email you one or you can go to our website, wodongafamilyhistory.org and look
under ‘Society Awards’:
You can borrow stories written by members in previous years if you are looking
for some inspiration.
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The sausage sizzle raised $778.42 for our society. Well done and thankyou to all those
to helped out.


We only have two fundraisers each year. Now it is time to get ready for the second
one, the street stall. We have booked Thursday 12th November, outside Coles in High
St, Wodonga.

PROJECTS
We are absolutely delighted to have three new CDs and a DVD available for sale. It has taken
some time to do the finishing touches but we are very proud of our achievements.
The Yackandandah Cemetery records are more user friendly for use in our Library.
The information we have for other local cemeteries (currently in paper form) are being
digitised.
The Bethanga Land Claim Records 1877-1941 have been digitised and transcribed and are now
ready for publication. These records relate to mining as well as residential sites and provide a
glimpse into the early settlement of Bethanga. Gold was discovered there in 1875 and 69
claims were made between September and December in 1877.
Bethanga also had the largest copper deposit in Victoria. Numerous claims were made until
early in the 1900s and these records finish in 1941. We hope they are useful for family
historians.
During March we visited the Athenaeum Museum at Chiltern where we had an orientation
tour and were able to view the many local history exhibits on display. This is a very well
equipped Museum and the volunteers are very passionate and helpful. We would certainly
recommend a visit.
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This article is submitted by Pat Hopkins
YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
 the free website for finding births, marriage and death records in England
and Wales at www.FreeBDM.org.uk The list is not complete for every
quarter but it does tell you what percentage has been entered. It is worth
reading the helpful notes as they provide clues to getting the most out of
the site.


seeing that the School Days – Education in Victoria exhibition is on at the
Public Records Office, Old Treasury Building, 20 Spring Street, Melbourne
until 31 August 2015. The colony of Victoria was the first in Australia to
have free, secular and compulsory education. Possibly a trip down memory
lane!



www.bdm.nsw.gov.au updates their records daily. Births to April 1915 –
100 years ago; April 1985 for Deaths – 30 years ago; April 1965 for
Marriages – 50 years ago. Rather disconcerting to find your own marriage
on the web!



that over 5,000 genealogy and history websites are available on Facebook!



an Albury connection to Fr Hartigan aka the poet John O’Brien reported in
the Wodonga and Towong Sentinel 24 March 1911 (Trove)
OBITUARY DEATH OF A NUN.
The death occurred at the Albury Convent of Mercy at 10
o'clock on Tuesday night of Sister Mary Michael. Deceased had
been suffering for some years with lung trouble, and her death
had been expected for some time. She was a daughter of Mr
Patrick Hartigan, of Sydney (formerly of Yass), and was a sister
of Rev. P. J. Hartigan, Inspector of Schools in the Goulburn
Diocese. She was born at Yass in 1877, so that at the time of
her death she was only 34 years of age. Deceased was a
talented lady, of scholastic attainments, and apart from the
influence of her holy vocation was the possessor of a
personality that deeply impressed all who came in contact with
her. She entered the Albury Convent some 15 or 16 years ago
and was well known in connection with its work in educational
matters. Many of her old pupils in Albury will regret to hear
of her demise, and their sorrow will be shared by many others
who had met her at the Convent. The death of his sister will be
keenly felt by Rev Father Hartigan, who was greatly attached
to her. It may be mentioned that two other members of the
family are also in Con- vents at Yass and Parramatta.
Father Hartigan is at present in Albury. A Requiem High Mass
for the repose of the soul of the deceased nun was held at
St. Patrick's Church at 9.30 yesterday morning after which the
funeral left the church for the Convent burial ground at the
Newtown Orphanage where the interment took place.


There are times when you discover something new. Perhaps you would like to share that
information with the other members of our club. Send your titbits to our Editor Christine, with
WFHS Newsletter in the Subject, at chrisyou@bigpond.net.au
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RECORDS FOR SALE
COMPUTER DISCS
Yackandandah Shire Rates 18751878 and 1884-1891
Wodonga Shire Rates 1900-1948
(1938-1941 not available)
Wodonga Burial Records 18611937 and 1938-2004
Wodonga Monumental Inscriptions
up to 2007
The 2 set Wodonga Cemetery
Records available for $65.
Yabba Cemetery Headstone
Inscriptions and Photographs
Yackandandah Cemetery
Headstone Transcriptions
All CDs postage and handling an
extra $5.

$20
$35
$35
$35

$20
$35

HARD COPY CEMETERY HEADSTONE
RECORDS
Barnawartha 1861-2003
Bethanga
Bungowannah 1876 -2002
Burrumbuttock: Public 1893-1999
and Trinity Bethal Lutheran Church
1885-1999
Gerogery : Public 1859-2002 and
St Peters Lutheran Church 18692002
Glen Wills Register 1894-1920 and
Granite Flat Headstones 18631993
Goombargana
Jindera Cemeteries: Public
Register 1875-1977; Headstones
1876-2001; Bethelhem Lutheran
1875-2001; Lutheran 1863-2001
Kiewa
Moorwatha
Sandy Creek: Register and
Headstones
Talgarno
Package and postage $2.50 each
MICROFICHE RECORDS
Yackandandah Shire Rates
Part 1: 1884-1888 and 1920-1948
(63 fiche)
Part 2: 1949-1971 (54 fiche)
Postage $5 per part
Note: New Prices

Mitta Mitta CD
Transcriptions and Photographs up to
November 2010 have been released on
CD.
Format: Word and Excel,
1997 - 2003 compatible.
Cost: $25.00 + $5 p&p
The Mitta Mitta Cemetery is located at
the southern end of the Mitta Mitta
valley at the junction of the Mitta River
and the Snowy Creek, south of the
township of Tallangatta, and 90 kms
south east of Wodonga on the Omeo
Highway.
Orders to: Wodonga Family History Soc
Inc PO Box 289 Wodonga 3689


$12
$9
$6
$6
$6
$5

There will be 2 attachments with this
newsletter for those members that
receive the newsletter in the post:
 a flyer regarding the upcoming
Family Tree Maker workshop
on 18th July
 a second flyer re the workshop
with the programme
information

$5
$6



$12
$5
$9

The Nomination form for a place on the
Committee for 2015/16 is on page 9 of
this edition of the newsletter.
Nominations need to be with the
present committee by COB Monday 29 th
June 2015. Please consider joining the
committee.

$6


$30

Members please note:

$30

Annual subscription fees are due by
31st July 2015
This newsletter will be the last one
that you receive if you have not paid
your fees by the due date.
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WODONGA FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY Inc.
PO Box 289, WODONGA 3689

Nomination Form
I nominate:
Name………………………………………………
…………[membership number…]
for election to Committee/President/Vice
President/Treasurer/Secretary [please circle office
applicable.
Name………………………………………………
………[membership number……]
Signed………………………………
I second the nomination:
Name………………………………………………
………[membership number…]
Signed………………………………
I consent to nomination:
Signed…………………………………
date………………………………….2015
Nominations must be received by the secretary by
COB, Monday 29th June 2015
Election to the Committee of the Wodonga Family
History Society Incorporated: If
necessary, voting is to be conducted at the Annual
General Meeting on Tuesday 16th July 2015.
……………………………………………………
……………………………

Proxy Voting Form

I
[full
name
in
block
letters]
…………………………………Membership
number…
of
[full
address]
……………………………………………………
………………….
being a financial member of the Wodonga Family
History Soc Inc, hereby appoint:
[full
name
in
block
letters].
…………………………………
Membership
number…
of
[full
address]
……………………………………………………
…………………
being a financial member of the said Wodonga
Family History Soc Inc, or, failing him/her, the
Chairman of the meeting as my proxy, to vote for
me and on my behalf at the Annual General
Meeting of the Society to be held on Tuesday 16th
July 2015, and at any adjournment thereof.
Dated
this………………………day
of………………………………..2015
A member entitled to attend and vote, and is
entitled to appoint a proxy and vote. A proxy must
be a financial member of the society. Unless
otherwise instructed the proxy may vote as he/she
thinks fit.
Completed Proxy forms should be received by the
Secretary before 5pm Monday 15th July 2015

Wodonga Family History Society Inc., PO Box 289, Wodonga, VIC, 3689

The Wodonga Family History Society would like to thank Officeworks Wodonga for its support.
Officeworks is a great store with many services and products available for family historians.

